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g!etter from the Prioress
@ear Friends,

Approximately six months ago, we witnessed nothing short of a miracle. We
saw the white smoke, fumata bianca, coming from the Vatican chimney.
Shortly thereafter we heard the proclamation, "Habemus Papam." And
then, to our amazement, we saw the newly elected American-born cardinal,
Robert Francis Prevost, presented to us as Pope Leo XIV. And yet more
thrilling, we learned our newly elected Pope was a Chicago boy. Many of
us shared with one another that we never thought we would live to see an
American cardinal, much less a Chicago native become pope. Indeed, our
God continues to be a God of surprises.

Recently, Pope Leo issued his first apostolic exhortation, titled Dilexi Te
("I Have Loved You"). It is addressed "to all Christians on love of the poor."
Essentially, Pope Leo says we cannot regard the poor, the vulnerable among
us, simply as a societal problem. Rather, they are part of our family, God's
family, and we are called to care for them, to love them as our own sisters and brothers. In this document, Pope
Leo references St. Benedict and the lengthy monastic tradition of hospitality, welcoming pilgrims, strangers, the
sick, the poor, any and all in need. Over time, in serving the needs of the most vulnerable, monastic communities
began to create a new civilization overcoming what had been a culture of exclusion. The words of St. Benedict are
still speak to us today, "All guests who present themselves are to be welcomed as Christ" (Ch 53 of the Holy Rule).

Sister Mary Susan Remsgar, OSB
Prioress

In keeping with our monastic tradition, we sisters continue to consider ways in which our property may best be
utilized in serving others. As such, we are currently considering various proposals submitted to us for the sale and
use of the property that would reflect our living, Benedictine legacy. It is our wish and prayer that the Benedictine
spirit of hospitality, inclusion, and service will live and thrive into the future, hopefully, long after we have all gone
home to our God.

Upon reading this issue of Sacro Speco, you will notice and perhaps even be surprised by all the various activities
and events displayed in these pages. They serve to highlight our Benedictine lives shared with many of you in
very beautiful, meaningful, and enjoyable ways. Truly the presence of Christ is felt and experienced through these
loving relationships, which inspire and sustain us in who we are and in all that we do. We are so grateful for each
and every one of you. Know that we hold you and all those dear to you in our prayers asking God to bless and
keep you always in God's care.

In St. Benedict and St. Scholastica,

Mary Susan Remsgar, OSB



Wonastery News

On the Chicago Catholic Podcast's "Dare to Love"
program, Sr. Belinda Monahan, along with

her Sheil Catholic Center at Northwestern University
colleague, Tim Higgins talked about all the services
and support the Center provides for students, as well
as the greater Evanston community, from catechism to
spiritual guidance to summer cookouts. Their segment

begins at 13:59 at this link - www.youtube.com
watch?v=0detV{oYIAQ

or Mardi Gras our Sisters Shawn Conrad and
Catherine Siracusa in Louisiana sent us a king cake
to enjoy before entering Lent.

e hosted many

friends, family,
oblates and other
guests during Holy
Week services. St. Sue
Kilduski played the
trumpet during Faster
Mass in the Chapel,
which was a treat.

n April Sr. Karen Bland and the whole team at
Grand Valley Catholic Outreach dedicated Mother
Teresa Place in Grand Junction, Colorado, which is

now serving and supporting residents who experience
chronic homelessness. This was Sr. Karen's culminating
project, as she retired from the organization at the end
of June.

he Sisters of Divine Providence's 2025 Ketteler

Award for Social Justice was awarded to Sr. Karen
and Bishop Mark Joseph Seitz (photo above). The Ketteler
Award is awarded annually to honor individuals who
demonstrate a strong commitment to social justice.
Sr. Karen received the award in recognition of her
tireless advocacy on behalf of and in service to those
experiencing homelessness in and around Grand
Junction, Colorado.

D eborah's Place
- a Chicago

nonprofit that
provides permanent
supportive housing
and services for
women - is celebrating
its 40th anniversary
this year. Sr. Patricia
Crowley was one of
the organization's
founders, and a group
of sisters, oblates, and
friends attended its
benefit in early May.




Wonastery News

A During the Feast

- of St. Benedict
Mass in July, Sr. Callista
Kaley celebrated her
75th Jubilee and renewed
her commitment to this
Benedictine community.
(Thank you for the photo,
Maria Farlekas Kotsinis '81).

Sisters and Brothers of Immigrants was the
recipient organization of the Spirit of St. Benedict
Award at the 29th Annual Testimonial Luncheon held
in June. See pages 15-17 for photos and this yeat's

generous sponsors and donors.
3 1 el

B efore Mass, we had a new community photo taken,
as well as individual portraits updated. See them all

on our website at www.osbchicago.org/meetthesisters

Pope Leo XIV appeared on the big screen for a
special Mass to celebrate and pray for and with our
hometown. Srs. Sue Kilduski and Patti Cielinski were
blessed to be in attendance - and on the field where the
White Sox play. They both agreed with Cardinal Cupich
who said, "Today is a once in a lifetime experience!"

ur friend and former member Pat Hartmann (aka
St. Frederick) came and visited for a few days over

In early July, sisters and oblates gathered for our
annual retreat. This year we reflected on Benedictine
approaches to the tumult of change. More on the next page =



Wonastery News

IM - USA's board is led by president St. Susan

Quaintance, and they met in August at St.
Benedict’s Abbey in Benet Lake, Wisconsin. AIM USA
provides spiritual, education, and financial assistance to
monasteries in developing counttries.

August 23,1861 is known as our Founders Day,
when our founding sisters - Sisters Frances
Knapp, OSB; (Aloysia) Gonzaga Konradi, OSB; and
Sister Antonia Herman, OSB - arrived and began

their ministry in Chicago teaching newly arrived
German immigrants at St. Joseph Parish. Each year we
commemorate this day with prayer. This year, we also
participated in the Leadership Conference of Women
Religious' "100 Days of Prayer, Advocacy, and Action."
We prepared postcards encouraging voters to participate
in their upcoming elections (Srs. Benita Coffey and
Belinda Monahan, below). Then we joined Sisters &
Brothers of Immigrants in public witness in support of
our immigrant neighbors (cover).

uring our

Labor Day
commissioning
ceremony,
Prioress Sr. Mary
Susan Remsgar
blessed all present
with “May the
work of your
hands be blessed,
as you bring the
light of Christ to w4,
the world.” Each — _
sister received a card with their "obedience," and which

read “we embrace our work/ministry as conscious
gospel service given to our world and to one another
where there is need.”

Uncle Pete’s Ministries
. received a donation
: ‘ from Ice Miller LLP,

and Sr. Judith Zonsius
' spent time with their
volunteers during their
day of service, preparing
1,000 sack dinners
‘ ", which were delivered to
e individuals experiencing
homelessness on Chicago’s West Side.

he TV show

"Chicago Fire"
filmed on campus in
Octobet, and as St.
Mary Susan is a fan

exciting! We were
invited over to the
parking lot during
their lunch break one |
day and met Randy
Flagler aka Capp.



Sr. Mary Melady, O0.S.B. died on April 17, 2025 at
St. Joseph Court, the infirmary of St. Scholastica
Monastery. She was a vowed member of the
Benedictine Sisters of Chicago for sixty years and is
survived by her Benedictine sisters, brother Patrick,
sister-in-law Alice, two nieces and a nephew, and
several beloved great-nieces and nephews.

Born in Evanston, lllinois, on November 1, 1945, Mary
was the youngest of Gerald and Elizabeth O’Donell
Melady’s four children, and the only daughter. After
graduating from St. Ignatius Elementary School and St.
Scholastica High School, Mary entered the Benedictine
community on September 12, 1963. She received

the name Sr. Mary Gerald but resumed use of her
baptismal name in the late 1960’s.

After her initial formation, Sr. Mary began studies at
Mundelein College. She was then sent to teach at St.
George and Queen of All Saints Elementary Schools,
eventually completing a Bachelor of Arts in French
at Mundelein in 1970. For two years she taught and
was a dormitory prefect at St. Scholastica Academy
in Cafion City, Colorado. Returning to Chicago for
her final profession, Sr. Mary commenced on several
happy years as an eighth-grade teacher at St. Joseph
Elementary School near Cabrini-Green. In 1978, she
received her credentials for teaching English as a
Second Language from Northeastern University and
served in that capacity at St. Scholastica Academy,
Chicago. In the years following, she matriculated at
Loyola University, completing a Master of Pastoral
Studies degree.

In 1981 Sr. Mary began studies at the Institute for
Spiritual Leadership in Hyde Park. After completing
the program (and one year of service in the monastery
infirmary), she joined the staff at I.S.L., first as an
administrative assistant, then as an instructor, and
eventually as co-director. She spent almost two
decades there. Concurrently she earned a Doctor

of Ministry Degree, with a concentration in spiritual
direction, from the Graduate Theological Foundation.

When she took on the responsibility of directing the

Sister Mary Melady
November 1, 1945 - April 17, 2025

community’s
initial formation
program in 1999,
she returned

- to teaching
% E.S.L., first part-
) A " time at Oakton

Raibn el Community

College, and then
full-time at Taft
High School. She
also continued
using the skills
she had honed at
I.S.L. as a spiritual
director and
supervisor. She
maintained that
ministry after
retiring from
teaching. She also volunteered in various capacities at
Holy Spirit Life Learning Center.

A faithful member of her religious community, Sr.
Mary’s many gifts benefitted her sisters in multiple
ways. She was appointed subprioress in 2015 and
continued in that role until the summer of 2023. In
addition to initial formation, she lent her skills to the
Personnel Board, Ongoing Formation Committee, and
several other ad hoc groups.

Given her love of music, it is no surprise that several
choirs, including the North Shore Choral Society and
the Sounds Good Choir, were enriched by her strong
singing voice. As recently as early April, Sr. Mary

was able to sing the Suscipe (“Receive me, O Lord,
according to your word, and | shall live/And do not fail
me in my hope”) with her sisters as she received the
Anointing of the Sick. Sr. Mary often organized game
nights for other sisters where her infectious sense of
fun shone through. An avid reader, she particularly
enjoyed mysteries.

Though Sr. Mary possessed many exemplary qualities,
her joy and kindness will be especially missed.



Qook Nook

In her remarks to alumnae assembled on the Sunday
of Reunion Weekend, Prioress Sr. Mary Susan
Remsgar mentioned two books. Some asked for more
information about those, so we thought what better way
to begin a book section in Sacro Speco.

Carmel Posa, SGS's book on St. Scholastica - The
"Lost" Dialogue of Gregory the Great: The
Life of St. Scholastica (The Liturgical Press, 2024).
The following description is excerpted and adapted from
the Liturgical Press description:

DIALOGUE
OF GREGORY
THE GREAT

The Life
of Saint
Scholastica

i
CARMEL ; f ;

POSA, 5GS

MICHAEL
CASEY, OC50

Carme/ Posa, SGS draws on a wide range of acconnts
and scholarship, inciuding Gregory the Great's writings,
biblical models, and the Rule of Benedict. Her presentation
of this “lost life” of Scholastica is a gift that will not only
inspire readers but encourage them to ponder more searchingly
the sources of the wisdom contained in Benedict’s remarkable
Rule. Posa's Scholastica has spiritnal standing apart from
her famous and holy brother, as she retrieves the enduring
legacy of Scholastica from the margins and places her into the
center of monastic history, in particular and church history,
in general. Readers are challenged to reconsider women whose
voices have been erased, devalued, or ignored over the centuries
and inspired to “listen carefully” to the whispered words and
wisdom of women as we mark our journey together into a

Sfuture full of hope.

Susan Garthwaite

is author of the
award-winning Saint
Hildegard: Ancient
Insights for Modern
Seekers (She Writes
Press, 2021). Saint
Hildegard says, “Be a
faithful friend to your
soul and be the special
friend of God.” Her
own friendship with
God manifested in

her faithfulness to

her Benedictine life

of prayer and work.
Hildegard was a 12th century writer, composer, teacher,
leader, seeker of justice, herald of holism, preacher, eco-
spirituality expert, and spiritual guide. She was the fourth
woman to be named a Doctor of the Catholic Church.

n February 2024, Sue presented “Saint Hildegard:

Friendship With God” at the monastery, sharing
Hildegatd's spiritual teachings and their relevance to
21st century seckers of friendship with God. Sue's
presentation included a robust history of Hildegard's
life and teachings, as well as a number of excerpts from
12th century manuscripts. A handful of these are below,
and you can view more and the full presentation on

our website - www.osbchicago.org/post/st-hildegard-
friendship-with-god-sue-garthwaite

Hildegard on aging:

€ CA good end is much more useful than a good
beginning.”

Why pray?

€ ¢People may have quiet amidst the turbulent
adversities.”

Ecospirituality

¢ ¢It would be of no use to the world’s capacity if it
were emptied of the diversity of creation.”

Justice:

€ ¢We hinder the progress of others when we neither
seek out nor examine justice.”



7{1 the Archives

he Women Religious Archives Collaborative

(WRAC) heritage center in Cleveland will be the
permanent home for our archives and those of 75
women religious communities based in the United States

and Canada. Construction has begun, and nearly 100
people attended the groundbreaking in July. (Thank you to
WRAC for the photo).

lara Finkelstein (pictured above) began working in

September as an assistant to archivist Sister Virginia,
readying the archives for transfer to WRAC. She has
primarily been arranging and describing sisters' papers.

‘ x Je have five volunteers in the community archives,

as well as a new part-time assistant. Mickey n archivist with an MA in Archive and Records
Smith ’62 and Lorrie Wiltgen 70 (pictured below) Management from Aberystwyth University in
have compiled an online index to the Saint Scholastica Wales, Clara has worked with a variety of collections
Priory/Monastery Archives Newsletter, and a complete  and organizations over the course of her career. These
set of newsletters (1978-2023) is now available for include the Smithsonian Natural History Museum's
research in the archives and the monastery library. botanical collection in Washington, DC; the Putnam
Mickey has also begun digitizing Our Community, an History Museum's antebellum lithograph series in Cold
internal newsletter that the community put out 1929- Spring, NY; and the Welsh Centre for International
1943. Theresa Donnelly Kavorkian *82 is digitizing Affairs's Peace Heritage Library in Cardiff, Wales.
slides, Kate Zilla ’69 is arranging the papers of Sister
Patricia Crowley, OSB, and Kim Le is working with our n her most recent position, she served as the Assistant
photographs and books. Director of Archives for the Society of Helpers,

a Chicago community of Catholic women religious,
facilitating the transfer and donation of their collection
to the Loyola University Archives.

Visit the archives online -

www.osbchicago.org/archives

Are you interested in volunteering?
Please contact Sr. Virginia Jung
at archives@osbchicago.org




@blate News

n May the oblates met online for a day of reflection, hicago-area oblates held their annual picnic in

honoring Sr. Benita, who has been the spiritual leader September, gathering on the monastery grounds.
of our oblate community for decades. We celebrate her
well-earned rest and retirement! And as you can see in
this photo from the oblate picnic in September, she is
still involved.

Dan Raven, Sr. Susan Kilduski, & Mary Clare Cadieux

t the end of October, Kathy Brady-Murfin (second

from left) and Ellie Mayer (far right) made their
final oblation, with oblates Kathy Caudill (left) and
Barbara Boland (second from right) as their mentors.
Beginning their oblate journey, Kelly Fidei and Anne

Kathlyn Myers, St. Judith Zonsius, St. Benita Coffey,

and Kevin Chears at the oblate picnic.

e welcomed over 75 visitors to walk the labyrinth ~ McGowan (third and fourth) enrolled as oblates.

for World Labyrinth Day in May. Oblate Dan
Raven always does a wonderful job sharing resources
and stories about the labyrinth. He also leads groups of
high school students a few times a year.

To explore the call to this way of life, visit
www.osbchicago.org/oblates

Or contact: Sr. Susan Quaintance, OSB, Subprioress
subprioress@osbchicago.org 773-764-2413 x231

Looking for support on your spiritual journey?
Sister Virginia Jung, OSB provides pastoral counseling to families, couples, and individuals.
Contact her for more information or to set up an appointment at 773.764.2413 x262.
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%@Xplore your call to be an oblate

Who is an Oblate?
Oblates of St. Benedict are Christian lay people of
all walks of life who associate themselves with a
Benedictine community to enrich their faith life.

We desire to share in the apostolic work and prayer

of the community in order to share the spirit of St.
Benedict in the world. Integrating prayer and work, ora
et labora, we strive to make manifest the love of God to
all we encounter.

We promise to deepen our faith and to live our lives
according to the Gospel as reflected in the Rule of
Benedict.

Benedictine spirituality can be adapted to the life of
anyone sincerely seeking God and desiring to live the
Gospel message.

Why be an oblate?
St. Benedict wrote his Rule over 1500 years ago.
Since then, lay Christians have been associated with
the prayer and work of the Benedictine monastic
community, without leaving their homes, families, or
occupations.

Benedictine oblates seek to:

 receive spiritual strength and inspiration through
the Benedictine way of life;

« share in the apostolic works and prayer of the
community;

« extend Benedictine values into the world by
applying the teachings of the Rule of Benedict to
daily life.

St. Scholastica Monastery, Chicago, has over 130
oblate members. Groups meet regularly in Chicago
and Pueblo, Colorado, as well as online.

How do I become an Oblate?
The first step in becoming an oblate is to contact the
monastery to schedule a conversation regarding what
the Benedictine oblate experience entails.

Enrollment

If you feel that the Benedictine path offers you
direction for your spiritual journey, enrollment as

an oblate would take place. The ritual of enrollment
marks the start of the period of candidacy. At that
time, you receive a Benedictine medal, a copy of the
Rule of Benedict, and a blessing by the Prioress and the
community.

Candidacy

The period of candidacy, usually a year, includes

daily reflection on the Rule of Benedict and monthly
orientation sessions with a mentor to talk about how
Benedictine values apply to your daily life. Attendance
at scheduled oblate meetings is encouraged.

Oblation

If, after the period of candidacy, you and your mentor
agree, you would make your oblation, a commitment
to be a faithful witness of Christ, and to live according
to the values of the Gospel as reflected in the Rule of
Benedict.

By the act of oblation, the oblate promises to offer
themself to God, to continue to seek and to praise the
Lord, and to serve God and all people according to the
spirit of the Rule of Benedict.

11



@41umnae News - Reunion Weekend 2025

We cherished our time with those of you who attended St. Scholastica Reunion Weekend in September.
Members from the classes ending in ‘0 and ‘5 gathered and celebrated with prayer, laughter, hugs, and
singing, with Saturday Mass in the St. Scholastica Chapel and Sunday lunch at Chateau Ritz in Niles.

Special thanks to all the class representatives who updated contact information and rallied their
classmates to attend - we could not do this annual event without you!

gl

]
o
B
=
=
I

Don't want to miss your reunion or other events? Be sure your contact information is up to date!
Visit our website to update your information and sign up for email news:
www.osbchicago.org/alumnae
Or contact Jackie LeSanche at 773-764-2413 x241 or jlesanche@osbchicago.org
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éﬂ cunion Weekend

Before distributing Benedictine medals to the 50th anniversary
class of 1975, Prioress Sr. Mary Susan Remsgar shared,

"It is a joy to have you with us here. You carry the Spirit

of Sts. Scholastica and Benedict with you far and wide, and

we are grateful to you for being our living legacy in the world. Our
world is suffering and needs healing. And St. Hildegard of Bingen
said, "Do not let darkness overcome your brightness, your light."
You have the Scholastica Spirit that the world needs, and |
encourage you as women to serve where there is need."

See more on our website www.osbchicago.org/post/reunion-weekend-2025

- "'qr



@ﬁumnae Profile

St. Scholastica Academy Chicago educated women for 148 years and Cafion City for 111 years. With the schools'
closings, the spirit of Sts. Scholastica and Benedict live on in our alumnae, who exemplify the tenets of Benedictine
education: Love of Learning, Importance of Community, Sense of Balance, Stewardship of Gifts, and
Respect for the Individual.

To honor and celebrate our living legacy in the world, we profile alumnae in Sacro Speco.
To nominate a fellow alumna, please share their name, class, and a brief description of how they live and model the
tenets, to Susan Clark, Communications Coordinator, at sclark(@osbchicago.org or 773-764-2413 x 232.

Jennifer Jacobs, Ph.D. 2005

Dr. Jenn Jacobs is an accomplished scholar, educator, and practitioner dedicated to using sport as a tool
for social change. Currently, she is an associate professor of Sport and Exercise Psychology at Northern
Illinois University. With a strong commitment to social justice, Dr. Jacobs designs and evaluates sport-
based interventions that foster personal development, resilience, and community reintegration.

People reflect on their high school years in different ways. For me, St. Scholastica isn’t just a chapter in my
past—it’s a thread woven into my present and future. Scholastica instilled two foundational principles that
continue to shape nry life and work: the integration of social justice into every facet of who you are and the
prioritization of relationships in everything you do.

Dr. Jacobs is most proud of her work as co-director and co-founder of Project FLEX, a multi-site
program that has impacted thousands of youth within the Illinois youth prison system. Project FLEX uses
the power of sport to help youth reimagine possible futures through sport leadership training, vocational
experiences, and exposure to college opportunities. Under her leadership, it has grown into a nationally
recognized model for sport-based intervention, demonstrating the profound impact of education,
mentorship, and community support in fostering resilience and positive change.

Today, I'n a college professor dedicated to using sport as a tool for social change. I design and evaluate sport
leadership programs in prisons, schools, communities, camps, and developing countries. Without question, the
roots of this vocation trace back to my time at SSA. It was in Dr. Donoghue’s theology class, where I first
grappled with world religions and ethical frameworks. 1t was on Coach Hamill’s basketball court, sprinting
through drills that instilled discipline and resilience. 1t was in Sr. Judith’s morning PA announcements, setting
the tone for the day with wisdom and humor. 1t was in Sr. Susan’s English class, where I learned to reflect
critically and express ideas with clarity.

Dr. Jacobs' broader research examines the intersection of sport, education, and social impact, aiming

to create equitable and transformative opportunities for marginalized communities. She collaborates

with schools, prisons, community organizations, and international programs in countries like Belize, Sri
Lanka, and Tanzania, to implement evidence-based initiatives that empower individuals through sport and
leadership.

14



@@umnae Profile

SSA didn't just provide an education—it embedded a mission.
A mission that showed me how learning and social justice can
be seamlessly intertwined. 1 left those hallways knowing how to
be a feminist, recognize racism, acknowledge privilege, challenge
ideologies, embrace diverse faiths, analyze policies, and lead with
compassion. Looking back, it’s almost amusing—iwhile many
teenagers were preoccupied with what to wear to a homecoming
dance, I was stressing about how to make women’s sports more
equitable or how to call ont racism in my community.

In total, Dr. Jacobs has generated over $3.5 million in grant
~ funding, published 50 manuscripts, and led 80 national/
international conference presentations showcasing her work.
Her work has been recognized through receiving the 2023 MAC
~ (Mid-American Conference) Outstanding Faculty Award, the
1 2023 Illinois Department of Juvenile Justice Volunteer of the
_ " Year Award, the 2021 Early Scholar Award from the Journal of
! Sport for Development, and the 2020 Young Alumni Award
from the University of Illinois.

Beyond academics, SSA prepared me for life by surronnding me with an extraordinary network of people and
demonstrating the power of relationships. The educators at SSA remain the best I've ever encountered, even
after years in higher education. They were true mentors—not just through textbooks and teaching content, but in
hallway conversations, pep rallies, holiday traditions, and shared meals. And my classmates? They are lifelong
teammates. There’s something about an all-girls education that forges an unbreakable bond. 1ts been humbling
to watch them carve out incredible paths—some building beantiful families, others breaking barriers in their
Jields—all while remaining true to the essence of who they were in those hallways 20 years ago.

Now, as a professor, my goal is simple: to create the kind of space S5 A created for me—one where education is
not just abont knowledge, but about purpose, connection, and the unwavering pursuit of a more just world.

When she isn’t working, Jenn is spending time with her two big dogs (a Bernese mountain dog and Great

Pyrenees) hiking in whatever mountains she can find, traveling to new cultures, cooking plant-based food,
listening to old school hip hop music, and playing pickleball.

Morte about Jenn's wotk can be found at:

www.cedu.niu.edu/knpe/about/faculty-and-instructors/jacobs-jenn.shtml

She is always excited to connect with former Scholasticans or supporters of the
community, so please feel free to contact her at: jmjacobs@niu.edu
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@4 lumnae In Memotiam
The following notices were received February 10, 2025 - September 30, 2025

St. Scholastica Academy, Chicago

Virginia Brunk Lock (1948), aunt of Susan Powers (1961), Maribeth Babler (1964) and Pamela Babler (1969)
Doris Zechel Kling (1950) (*9/12/2024)

Mary Ann Lynch Jewell (1953)

Elizabeth “Betty” Boyle Rivet (1953), (*12/18/24) mother of Lori Rivet (1976) and Colleen Rivet (1982)

Sally Finnegan Harrs (1955), sister of Kathleen Galvez (1961)

Elizabeth Irving White (1955) (*2/26/24)

Mary Gayer Clafford (1956) (*11/30/22)

Patricia Flood Griffin (1956), sister of Jeanne Flood (1952)

Nancy Davis Kanda (1956) (*June, 2010)

Cecile Marie Clements (1957), sister of deceased Catherine M. Waters (1957) and aunt to Jessica Clements (2001)
Maryanna Hardy Foley (1960), (*January, 2024), sister of Jeanne Hardy-Miller (1966)

Ellyn Radosta Mattson (1960) (*6/30/2024)

Sister Mary Melady, OSB (1963)

Margaret Walsh Ryman (1963) (*3/26/2025)

Lori Domark Saviski (1963)

Roberta Brakka Stankiewicz (1963)

Gail Anderson Keegan (1965)

Patricia Marino Musante (1965), sister of Mary Marino (1963) and sister of Leta Marino (1971)

Mary Margaret Lupton Kane (1968), sister of Patricia Lupton Maloney (1964), and Laura Lupton Tortorello (1979)
Jo Marie Bonell (1974), sister of Marianne Jump ('71), Margaret Suerth ('73), Kathleen Crane ('77) and Carolyn Saylor ('89)
Barbara Clesen Pepoon (1974), sister of Elizabeth Clesen Larsen (1970)

Carol Marie Schultz (1975), sister of Barbara Lynch (1972), Ellen Brady (1980) and Deanna Lawrence (1982)
Karen Ugel Nickerson (1976)

Dr. Michael John Palliser, husband of Phyllis Dettloff Palliser (1976)

John J. Pembroke, husband of Mary McGuire Pembroke (1976)

Catherine Kowalske (1977)

Marie Therese Walsh, (*1/27/25) mother of Margaret Walsh Grouzard (1981)

Abigail “Abie” Phillips (2007)

These notices were received February 10-September 30, 2025
* denotes date of death, but we only received notice of their death in the last several months.

16



g-estimonial [Luncheon

(;S)' pirit of St. Benedict Awards

The 2025 Spirit of St. Benedict Award was presented to Sisters and Brothers of Immigrants.
Comprised of religious sisters, brothers, oblates, and other concerned citizens, SBI stands with and
up for immigrants, helping to preserve the human dignity that is their right.

Members of Sisters and Brothers of Immigrants.

Kathlyn Myers, oblISB, receives the Spirit of St.
Benedict Award on behalf of the Sisters and
Brothers of Immigrants members, from Sr. Mary
Susan Remsgar, OSB

In Chapter 53 of the Rule of St. Benedict, it is said, “Let all
guests who arrive be received like Christ, for He is going to
say, ‘1 came as a guest, and you received Me’". This year's
Spirit of St. Benedict Award was bestowed upon a group
that not only lives this rule but also encourages others to
adopt it as a way of life. Sisters and Brothers of Immigrants
(SBI) are a collective voice seeking justice for immigrants.
Comprised of religious Sisters, Brothers, Oblates, and other
concerned citizens, SBI is committed to education, advocacy,
and public witness, standing with and up for immigrants to
help preserve the human dignity that is their right.

SBI originated in 2007 with Elena Segura and Marilyn
Kofler working together at the Archdiocese of Chicago.
Obtaining non-profit status in 2014, they have persisted in
their mission and continue to work and adapt to the ever-
changing immigration landscape.

SBI has been a seedbed for many ministries for migrants
and advocacy, and have worked with numerous
congregations on projects assisting migrants in need in
Chicago, such as the Viatorian House of Hospitality and

the Bethany House of Hospitality for young adult asylum
seekers who would otherwise be held in detention centers.
They have also worked with the Sanctuary Work Group,
which helps migrants find housin.

In 2022, their work became even more important as
busloads of migrants were sent to the Chicago area with no
notice. Sister Bernadine Karge, OP stated, "'Welcome the
stranger' is the Gospel mandate we take seriously. In a spirit
of gratitude, we generously share the resources we have.”

Brother Michael Gosch, CSV stated that one of their goals is
to show immigrants in a positive light nd keep this issue in
the forefront of voters’” minds.

The Benedictine Sisters of Chicago honor the Sisters and
Brothers of Immigrants for their dedication to helping our
immigrant sisters and brothers. Their mission could not be
more timely than today, given all that is happening in our
country. Get involved at
www.sistersandbrothersofimmigrants.com
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%th Gratitude to Our Sponsors

Gold Sponsors
C & C Power, Inc.
Jenny & Nick Semaca

Silver Sponsors

Anthony and Jayne Altimari Carole and Don Kash Anne Matz

British Infant School Hon. Michael J. Hogan Kathleen and Robert Murray

Juliana Campagna Denise Coughlin and Ralph Levy Daniel J. Raven and Wencke Braathen
Amy and Thomas Ewert Ruth G. Lochner Alicia and Myron Resnick

Fe Fernandez Stephen and Margaret Lombardo Linda Zienty

Eileen and Gordon Fitch Michael T. and Mary T. Maloney

Joseph B. Green Joan Marubio

Bronze Sponsors

Ellen Ahern Brian Clarke and Margaret Feit Clarke Brigid Pope

Paul and Suzanne Betts Katherine Gehrke Joanne Rooney

Judith Borchers Megan Grochowiak Jean Hellman Ryan

Ellen DeVoy Burgess Mary Ellen and John Healey Jeannie M. and Dean N. Silas
Robert and Mary Bzik Margaret and Daniel Henrick Michael Solazzo

Kathryn and Jeffrey Caudill Bob Jung Jean M. Wenger

Patricia and John J. Coffey IlI Mary Jung Virginia Wilkinson

Peter J. Coffey and Molly Cavanaugh  Carole and John McMahon Mary and Michael Zonsius

Rev. Robert H. Oldershaw
Copper Sponsors

Laurena and Rock Aker Rev. Thomas Franzman Carmen Maso Kathleen and William Riordan
Pamela J. Babler Patricia Garrity Anne Matz Patricia Ripaldi
Charlene O'Donnell Baizer Maureen Hanlon Ellen Mayer Roberts Plumbing, Inc.
Gerri Barosso Ronald and Lyn Hoeksema Kathleen McChesney Mary Ryder-Marsden
Kathleen Beaulieu and James Dorothy Holland Denise and Daniel McLinden Julie and Robert Sawyer
Peterson Sylvia Hourihane Pilar Meyers John Schermerhorn
Mary Beth and Michael Boland  Judith Janowiak Ann Miller Nicole Schoen
Margaret Bower Bruce and Louise Jewett Joanne Moore Patricia Scott
Gail A. Brandt Linda Kazmarek Kris Mulcahy Patricia and John Sebahar
Nancy P. Bryers and Jean Slifer ~ Joanne Kelly Timothy J. and Janet F. Murtaugh Robert and Elaine Skudnig
Patricia and David Burt Philip and Gaye Kenny Kathlyn Myers Joanne Spata
Kevin Chears Bob Kloos Catherine J. Nagler Marietta Nolan Stevens
Susan Clark and Nicklin Heap Carol Knoerzer Rita Nemchausky Tim Johnson Landscaping, Inc.
Maureen Cogan Paula Kowalkowski Mary Q'Connell Milton and Margaret Trujillo
Marguerite Cusick Juliana Krupka Rosemary and Leonard Palicki Maureen Walsh
Mary Dageforde Rev. Karl Langsdorf Jessica Macias Perjes Vincent and Gloria Walsh-Rock
Therese Dokman Marguerita Jung and David Robert and Linda Perrie Maria Weber
Christopher Deger Lindberg Kurt and Anna Marie Perse Don C. Winslow
Martha and Robert Drake Cheryl Longhini Sr. Mary Popit, SHCJ Kate Zilla
Georgianne B. Ellis Patricia and Donald Lund Jerry Rhea Gina Zuercher-Lull and John Lull
Geralyn Flanagan Mary Maloney Joseph L. Rhodes
Contributors

Katherine Bell Peter Doris, MD Barbara Keeley Linette Matzig

Jeanine Belz and John Masters Ann Marie Fink Sheila Kelly Ann Schultz

Wilma and Claude Brown Agnes Glavich Janice Mayr Edward and Elizabeth Zonsius, Jr.

Mary Alice Griesinger Kathleen Minogue McDaniel
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Thank you to all our guests for making the

29th Annual Testimonial Luncheon so special!




@rayer Ministry

The following prayer requests were received February 10, 2025 - September 30, 2025

Sister Mary Jude Ahern, OSB
Rabbi Robert and Dawn Rosen
Doug Askew
Gerrie Pretzel
Marjorie Auer
William Ackerley
Joseph Auer and Kathleen Kelly
Marie and Robert Auer
Marilyn Ballard
Loretta Bock
James Coffey
John and Patricia Coffey
Linda Coffey
Commercial Packaging — Bob Nannini
The Diggins-Duggan Family, c/o Mark
Duggan
The Dohr Family
Jean Dolan
Jeanne Harrison, Nichols Customer
Service
Lois Heintz
James Hill
Christine Juiris
Susan and Raymond Kehm
Carole Ann Kelly Family
Barbara Logue and Noreen Ferrari
The Matz Family
Mary O’Connell Maigler
Karen Powers McCollum
Judith and John McGrail
Ann Murray
Marguerite Newton
Sarah Pieracci
The Sambur Family, c/o Courtney
Sambur
Patricia Sebahar
Jacqueline and Michael Stapleton
Susan Powers Stocker
Barbara Uligian
Christine Wilkas
Stephen Bachmann
Cynthia Bachmann
Louis and Genevieve Balkin
Charlene Balkin

20

In memory of...

Judith Beaumont
Dr. Judith Lee
Sam Benjamin
Anonymous
Renae Alm
Jeffrey Cohen
George Valdez
Dorothy Billideau
Holly Rumpel
Jo Marie Bonell
Benedictine Sisters of Chicago
Georgie Ellis
Ginny Colsant Braasch
Dorothy Vella Heller
Mary Ellen Molony Brady
Mary Clare Brady
Gelsomina “Mimma” Bruno
Joanne Spata
Nancy Campbell
William Campbell
Jim Chidester
Pat Chidester Muehl
Cecile Marie Clements
Benedictine Sisters of Chicago
Shirley Coxsey
Gerrie Pretzel
Kathleen and Bill Riordan
Sister Patricia Crowley, OSB
Ann Trandai
Richard J. Cullen
Margaret Cullen
Phyllis Stroka Cypcar
Phillip Cypcar

Deceased classmates of 1963
Karen LaManna
Christina Dailey

Linda DeRosa
Cora DalCerro
Joanne Spata
Genevieve “Sis” Delana
Family of Margaret Schriver Murphy
and Kathleen Murphy Anderson
Sharon Dunlavey
Ken Gerak
Cynthia Halpin Fairchild
John Fairchild
Richard Fields
Mary Schill
Janet Finnigan
Joe Finnigan
Brian Finnigan
Joe Finnigan
Deceased members of Fitzgerald Family
William Fitzgerald
Bruce Folken
Margaret and Wayne Wagner
Aaron Forman
Gerry Kulans
Father Michael Garcia, O.P.
Andrea Ciccone
Janet Hitzman
Kathleen and Bill Riordan
Katherine Gersick
Margaret Cullen
Martin Gersick
Margaret Cullen
Sister Joyce Gleeson, OSB
Suzanne Walsh
Patricia Flood Griffin
Mary Ann Kelley McDermott
Sally Finnegan Harrs
Benedictine Sisters of Chicago
Alicia Ward Resnick
Maddy Caiafa Heneghan
Eileen Moorman
Russell Hennessey
Joanne Spata



Sister M. Gertrude Holtz, OSB
Anonymous
Sister Margaret Ann Holtz, OSB
Anonymous
Sandy ldes
Richard Ides
Aaron Jaffe
Georgie Ellis
Mary Ann Jewell
Michael Reese
Steve, Lisa, and Theresa Volini
Harold Johannesen
Joanne Spata
Mary Lupton Kane
Benedictine Sisters of Chicago
Anton Kaplan
Margaret Cullen
Frances Kaplan
Margaret Cullen
Jim Kaulentis
Jeannie and Dean Silas
Dennis Kazmerski
Jeanne Kazmerski
Gail Anderson Keegan
Benedictine Sisters of Chicago
Stacey Kenefick
Joanne Spata
Lorraine Manske Killean ‘34
Mary Killean Nahser
Rita Killean
Christella Killean Buchberger
and families
Dr. Judith Knorst
Elizabeth Fuerst
Susan Miller
Suzanne Knorst Miller and family
Margaret McMahon Koucky
Phyllis Rozek Graham
Walter and Gina Kozkowski
Cynthia Bachmann
Bob and Mary Lichtenstein
Catherine Jennings
Jean David Lindor
Benedictine Sisters of Chicago
Virginia Brunk Lock
Benedictine Sisters of Chicago

Memorials
In memory of...

Jean Bonell Lucia
Mary E. Ellingsen
Paul Andrew Maas
Benedictine Sisters of Chicago
Joan Coyle Maas
John and Dorothy Maloney
Marie Malone
Joseph Mazur
Uncle Pete Ministries
Patricia Marino
Benedictine Sisters of Chicago
Martin Marty
Benedictine Sisters of Chicago
Leo Marubio
Jean Wirkus
Margaret Kneafsey McCue
Benedictine Sisters of Chicago
Lynn and Larry Hopman
Marjorie McDevitt
Benedictine Sisters of Chicago
Connie Sue Meadors
Ezra Meadors
Sister Mary Melady, OSB
Judith Alexander
Anonymous
Marilyn Ballard
Katherine Bell
Judith Borchers
John and Rachel Heuman
Kathleen Janessa
Kathryn and Edward Kelly
Karen LaManna
Barbara Logue and Noreen Ferrari
Lucia McGinn and Jim McGinn
Patrick and Alice Melady
Anne and Frederick Porter
Carole Reed
Rabbi Robert and Dawn Rosen
Mary and Joseph Scanlon
Jeannie and Dean Silas
Dr. James Moorman
Eileen Moorman
Wayne and Peg Wagner
John Monahan
Our Lady of Victories Church,
Social OQutreach Ministry

Terrence Monahan
Judith C. Bartels
Wayne and Peg Wagner
Ellen and William Wirth
Sister Judith Zonsius, OSB
Richard Mundt
Dolores Mundt
Greg Nelson
Stephen and Cynthia Foran
Virginia Koerber
Vivian J. Nemanich
JoAnne Lewis
Karen Ugel Nickerson
Meghan Callero
Leslie Gaeth
Kathy Kirschen Janessa
Mary Jaster
Timothy Murphy
Guy and Terri Tagliavia
Natalie Waskel
Pete and Lori Waskel
Joan O’Sullivan
Wayne and Peg Wagner

If you have a loved
one you would like the
Sisters to remember
in prayer, please share
their names with us via
the envelope provided
in this newsletter.

Prayer Ministry - February 10, 2025 - September 30, 2025
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Elizabeth Oswald
Eileen Moorman
Wayne and Peg Wagner
Dr. Michael John Palliser
Benedictine Sisters of Chicago
Barbara Clesen Pepoon
Benedictine Sisters of Chicago
Abigail “Abie” Phillips
Benedictine Sisters of Chicago
John J. Pembroke
Carrie Dunn Frey
Mafalda Pennington
V. 0. and Bonita J. Larson
James Pennington
Helen Perse
Margaret Cullen
Marc A. Perse
Margaret Cullen
Richard (Dick) Perse
Margaret Cullen
George and Marian Radacy
Susan Ernst
Kathy Rhea
Gerald Rhea

Memorials
In memory of...

Janet Rhomberg
Judith Borchers
Elizabeth “Betty” Boyle Rivet
Benedictine Sisters of Chicago
Sharon Rodie
Susan Ernst
Margaret Walsh Ryman
Benedictine Sisters of Chicago
William Sacco
Ola Sacco and Family
Lori Domark Saviski
Benedictine Sisters of Chicago
Rosina Schwager
Helga Ruby
Mary Scolaro
Joanne Spata
Sister Dolores Schorsch, OSB
Judy Schorsch Palmer
Dale Schreck
Francine O’Connor and family
Carol Marie Schultz
Benedictine Sisters of Chicago
Ellen Schultz Brady

The thoughts and prayers
of the Benedictine Sisters of
Chicago are with the soul of

Mr. Nathaniel Grey.

He was a thoughtful, kind-
hearted person, and we are
truly grateful for his years
of support through the
Bernard Heerey Foundation.

Gretchen Selby
Mike and Eileen Moorman
Clarence Serb
Viriginia Serb Cox
Frances Serb
Virginia Serb Cox
Deceased Sisters of
St. Scholastica Academy
Linda Kazmarek
Leona E. Herder Smelich
Alice Heigel
Gary Spengel
Eileen Moorman
Roberta Brakka Stankiewicz
Benedictine Sisters of Chicago
Lawrence Stanko
Tim and Marian Pechek
Virginia Stasica
Lawrence Stasica
Robert Stockmar
Arlene Gange-Harris
Dorothy Heller
Keith Struble
Benedictine Sisters of Chicago
Lynne and Richard Farmer
Jean Turano
Joanne Spata
Brian Wagner
Eileen and Michael Moorman
Sister Judith Zonsius, OSB
Marie Therese Walsh
Caryl and Timothy Galassini
Maria Kotsinis
Jeannie and Dean Silas
Dale Winslow
Don Winslow
Sister Mildred Zember, OSB
Cynthia Bachmann
Allan Zins
Marian Kritzler
Peter Zonsius
Mary Lou and John Waechter
Sister Suzanne Zuercher, OSB
David and Claudia Zuercher

Prayer Ministry - February 10, 2025 - September 30, 2025



Spectal Occasions

In honor of Sister Karen Bland, OSB In honor and in celebration of Sister In honor of Bridget and Kathleen
Andrea Ciccone Callista Kaley, OSB on her 75th Jubilee McGill on their 73rd birthday
In honor of Sister Benita Coffey, OSB Anonymous Bridget McGill
on her birthday Andrea Ciccone In honor of Sister Mary Melady, OSB
Madonna Rogers McCutcheon Patricia Heineman-Vernon Rabbi Robert and Dawn Rosen
In honor of Sister Patricia Coughlin, Anne and Frederick Porter In honor of Carolyn Murphy
0SB Rev. Karl Langsdorf Anonymous
Anita Thies Madonna Rodgers McCutcheon In honor of Sister Judith Murphy, OSB
In honor and in celebration of Sheilya Michele “Mickey” Smith Rabbi Robert and Dawn Rosen
Hackett on her 95th birthday Patricia Urbanus In honor of Sister Rita Nowak, OSB on
Marifaith Hackett Katherine Vix her 70th Jubilee
In honor of Sister Hilary Halpin, OSB  In honor of Sister Kathy Maloney, OSB Michele “Mickey” Smith
Sharon Wang Gilbert and Eugenia Krebill In honor of James S. and Helen
In honor and in celebration of Marge In honor and in celebration of William O’Connor
Heaphy on her 100th birthday P. McGeean, Sr. on his 75th birthday Francine O’Connor and family
Chip and Mary Jo Jesenovec Mary Ann and Lou Antognoli, Jeannie In thanksgiving of St. Joseph
In honor of Mary Jaster and Marty Hertz, Tom and Michele Rev. Karl Langsdorf
Kathleen Janessa McGeean, and T. C. Wiley In honor and in celebration of Mary Jo
Ray and Lenore Werner Lyon Stegeman on her birthday
Lisa Lyon

We extend our gratitude to the

BERNARD HEEREY FAMILY FOUNDATION
for their ongoing support of our retired sisters.

Prayer Ministry - February 10, 2025 - September 30, 2025
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%ys to Partner with Us 1n Mission

Pray for the Benedictine Community
Please keep the Sisters, Oblates, Alumnae, and friends in your prayers. Your prayer support helps sustain us!

Become a Monthly Donor
Automatic monthly donations are an easy way to support the Sisters. To learn more about making donations
directly from your checking account or credit card, please contact us.

Matching Gifts
Many employers sponsor matching gift program that match, double, or even triple any charitable
contributions that their employees make. Consider asking your Human Resources Department.

Donor-Advised Fund DAF
As a registered 501(c)(3) charity, the Benedictine Sisters of Chicago are legally able and truly grateful to accept
your thoughtful donation through your Donor-Advised Fund.

IRA Charitable Rollover

A deeply appreciated donation and a major tax benefit all in one! If you are 70 % plus, you can make a transfer
directly from your IRA to the Benedictine Sisters of Chicago. This gift will not only save you tax on the donation
you transfer, but it also counts toward your required minimum distribution.

Appreciated Stock
Your kindness through the donation of Stock will not only help support the Sisters, but may also lower your
Capital Gains Taxes.

Memorial Gifts
Families may choose to name the Benedictine Sisters of Chicago as their preferred recipient for a memorial
tribute, instead of flowers. Pre-printed envelopes are available for use at the funeral home.

Memorial Card
At your request, a lovely card can be sent to the bereaved, expressing your sympathy and notifying them that
a donation was made in memory of their loved one.

Celebration or In Honor of Someone Special

A thoughtful gift for the person who has everything; a donation in their honor to the Sisters. Or, you
may consider stating, “In lieu of gifts, a donation to the Benedictine Sisters of Chicago may be made.” An
acknowledgment card on your behalf will be sent to the honoree.

Legacy Society
More than just a legal document, your will is a testament to your life’s work, your values, and your beliefs. The
Benedictine Sisters of Chicago would be honored to be remembered as a part of your legacy.

All donors, deceased loved ones, and honorees will be listed in Sacro Speco
and remembered daily in the Sisters’ prayers.
Questions?
Contact Joanne Spata, Director of Development, at 773-764-2413, ext. 233 or jspata@osbchicago.org
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goin Us at Upcoming Events

Quiet Read-A-Long

W
SOKSs WEEK Monday, November 10

B
S —) 7-tpm
=g

Bring a book and join us on the 1* floor of
St. Scholastica Monastery
to read quietly for an hour.

While Banned Books Week is officially in October,
we think it's always a good time
to read books in danger of censorship.

If you'd like, feel free to bring a snack to share.

Need inspiration?
Check out the American Library Association’s
Top 10 most challenged books list at www.ala.org/bbooks

Please RSVP to Sr. Susan Quaintance at
subprioress@osbchicago.org or (773) 764-2413 ext. 231

Visit our website for more details of upcoming events - osbchicago.org/programs

Ensure you don't miss a thing by signing up for our email news - osbchicago.org/email
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goin Us at Upcoming Events

ADVENT RETREATS

Join us for three Advent evening retreats,
which will offer opportunities for
inner reflection and sharing.

We will practice lectio divina, visio divina,
and walking meditation,
using Chapter I of the gospel of Luke.

[ 3 Each retreat will be in the Oasis Room
at St. Scholastica Monastery
: on these Tuesdays from 7:00-8:30pm:
\ J December 2, December 9, December 16

Please RSVP to Sr. Virginia Jung
at vjung@osbchicago.org or (773) 764-2413 ext. 262

Visit our website for more details of upcoming events - osbchicago.org/programs
Ensure you don't miss a thing by signing up for our email news - osbchicago.org/email
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@lan Upcoming Events With Us

We are planning events for 2026 and invite you to share your time and talent with us. We are
seeking people with fresh ideas and a desire to be creative.

Yes, I am interesting in joining a committee to reenvision and plan upcoming events:
Spirit of St. Benedict Awards / Testimonial Dinner or Luncheon (Spring/early Summer)

Reunion Events (September/October)

No, I cannot help at this time, but I have a recommendation of a caterer and/or event space:

I would like to share the following suggestions:

Please return this via mail,

ot email sclark@osbchicago.org, or call 773-764-2413 x 232,
or fill out online at bit.ly/osb-event-planning or scan the QR code.

Banned Books

Silent Read-A-Long
Monday, November 10, 2025
7:00-8:00pm

see page 25 for details

Giving Tuesday
Tuesday, December 2, 2025

www.osbchicago.org/donate Feast of St. Scholastica
February 10, 2026

Advent Retreats

Tuesdays, December 2, 9, & 16, 2025 Solemnity of the
7:00-8:30pm Passing of St. Benedict
see facing page for details March 21, 2026

Christmas Services World Labyrinth Day
December 24 and 25 May 2, 2026
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Benedictine Sisters of Chicago
St. Scholastica Monastery
7430 N. Ridge Blvd.

Chicago, IL 60645-1913
osbchicago.org

Follow us on Facebook and Instagram
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