In the Spirit of Taize
ADVENT REFLECTION
December 11, 2020



PRELUDE: Prepare the Way of the Lord
Prepare the way of the Lord. Prepare the way of the Lord, and all people will see
the salvation of our God.

OPENING SONG: WAIT FOR THE LORD
Wait for the Lord, whose day is near. Wait for the Lord: be strong, take heart!

OLD TESTAMENT READING
Isaiah 26:1-6
Sister Mary Melady (Chicago, IL)

On that day this song shall be sung in the land of Judah:
“A strong city have we;

he sets up victory as our walls and ramparts.
Open up the gates

that a righteous nation may enter,

one that keeps faith.

With firm purpose you maintain peace;

in peace, because of our trust in you.”

Trust in the LORD forever!

For the LORD is an eternal Rock.

He humbles those who dwell on high,

the lofty city he brings down,

Brings it down to the ground,

levels it to the dust.

The feet of the needy trample on it—

the feet of the poor.

This is the Word of the Lord.
SPOKEN RESPONSE: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION — Alleluia




GOSPEL READING
Luke 1:46-55
Abbey Algiene, Oblate (Pueblo, CO)

Mary said:

“My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord;
my spirit rejoices in God my savior.

for he has looked upon his lowly servant.

From this day all generations will call me blessed:
the Almighty has done great things for me,

and holy is his Name.

He has mercy on those who fear him

in every generation.

He has shown the strength of his arm,

and has scattered the proud in their conceit.

He has cast down the mighty from their thrones
and has lifted up the lowly.

He has filled the hungry with good things,

and the rich he has sent away empty.

He has come to the help of his servant Israel
for he remembered his promise of mercy,

the promise he made to our fathers,

to Abraham and his children forever.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
SPOKEN RESPONSE: Praise to you, Lord, Jesus Christ.

REFLECTION
Paula Kowalkowski, Oblate (Chicago, IL)



INTERCESSIONS
Mary Cunningham and Kathlyn Myers, Oblates (Chicago, IL)

You are invited to join in the spoken response from your location.
SPOKEN RESPONSE: Lord, hear our prayer

LIGHT
You are invited to join in prayer and song from your location during the lighting of
the candles.

The Lord Is My Light
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The themes may be sung separately or together, in unison or in canon.

Text: Psalm 27; Taizé Community
Tune: Jacques Berthier, 1923-19094
© 1082, 1983, 1984, Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., agent



SILENT PRAYER
During this time of silence, sit with the Lord.
Let God gaze upon you with unconditional love.
You are a beloved child of God—believe it...know it...feel it—as you sit in this
silence.

OUR FATHER
Sr Judith Murphy (Chicago, IL)

Please join in prayer and song from your location to pray for peace in our lives
and in our world.

DONA NOBIS PACEM

Dona nobis pacem, pacem.

Dona nobis pacem.

CLOSING SONG: IN THE LORD I’LL BE EVER THANKFUL
In the Lord I'll be ever thankful, in the Lord | will rejoice!
Look to God, do not be afraid;

Lift up your voices, the Lord is near;

Lift up your voices, the Lord is near.




MUSICIANS
Paula Kowalkowski — Cantor/Soloist
Siobhan O’Neill Meluso — Cantor/Soloist
Stephen Burke - Piano
Maureen Kaucher - Piano
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Program illustration by Oblate Matthew Ambre (Chicago)

Welcome and Our Father: Prioress, Sister Judith Murphy, OSB
Readers/Intercessions: Sister Mary Melady, OSB (1% Reading), Colorado
Oblate Abbey Algiene (Gospel Reading), Chicago Oblates Mary Cunningham
and Kathlyn Myers (Intercessions)

Filming location sites: St. Scholastica Chapel at the Monastery of the
Benedictine Sisters of Chicago; St. Margaret Mary Church of Holy Child Jesus
Parish; Oblate locations near Pueblo, CO, and Chicago, IL.

Videographer, Video Editor, & Communications: Siobhan O’Neill Meluso

Videographer and Video Editor: Edgar Meluso

Music used with permission: Onelicense A-723813



Benedictine Sisters of Chicago

Thank you for joining us for our virtual Taize service and praying/singing
with us from your location. If you are interested in being contacted about
the schedule for future Taize services, please join our email list:
https://www.osbchicago.org/email

Please check out the following website links for additional resources as we
journey through Advent to Christmas:

www.osbchicago.org/advent

www.osbchicago.org/praywithus

Upcoming Event:
For more information: www.osbchicago.org/programs
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Stay connected to the Benedictine community throughout the year.

Join our email list
www.osbchicago.org/email

Find us on Facebook
www.facebook.com/BenedictineSistersofChicago
Follow us on Instagram
www.instagram.com/benedictine_sisters_of chicago/
Follow us on Twitter

www.twitter.com/osbchicago

Benedictine Sisters of Chicago

St. Scholastica Monastery | 7430 N. Ridge Boulevard - Chicago, IL 60645 | 773.764.2413
www.osbchicago.org



