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“Now here, you see, it takes all the run-
ning you can do to keep in the same place. 
If you want to get somewhere else, you 
must run twice as fast as that.”

Lewis Carroll wrote these words spoken 
by the Red Queen in Alice Through 

the Looking Glass in 1871. One-hundred-
forty-five years later most of us feel that 
we are running at least twice as fast just 
to keep up with the pace of change in our 
individual and collective lives, and, even 
as we run, the same place is no longer the 
same.
    We all know that change is part of 
life, sometimes joyful and exhilarating, 
sometimes in the form of great loss. Often 
change, either joyous or tragic, brings us 
a sense of uneasiness. We can feel like 
strangers, no longer at home in a familiar 
place. If the change is radical enough we 
can have the sense that our security, safe-
ty, control and identity are threatened.  
    When this happens we can freeze, be-
come numb. We can become bitter about 
the losses this change entails. We can be-
come fundamentalists, clinging tightly to 
a tradition without realizing that the tradi-
tion has been changing constantly. We 
can make small adjustments, just enough 
to live with the change. We can embrace 
the change wholeheartedly. Whatever 
our reaction, we can take some time from 
running to discern the call within the 
change and our response to it.
    St. Benedict lived at a time of change. In 

the sixth century the old order enforced 
by the Roman Empire was crumbling, and 
barbarians were breaching its boundar-
ies. In withdrawing from the decadence 
around him and writing a document that 
furthered the evolution of the monastic 
tradition he inherited, he created a new 
order centered on contemplation and 
emphasizing a balance between work and 
prayer, stability and lifelong conversion. 
    We live in an age of deeper changes 
than those of the sixth century, an age 
in which the discoveries of science have 
challenged the worldview of our ancestors 
in faith. Cosmology, physics, paleontology, 
ecology, brain research, psychology, scrip-
ture studies, historical studies, theology, 
computer science and the intrusion of 
cyberspace into our lives have led to radi-
cal changes in the way we understand the 
vast universe we live in and our place in 
it, the nature of material beings, how we 
make choices, where we come from, how 
our bodies function, even who God is and 
how God relates to the world. No wonder 
many of us feel mentally and emotionally 
exhausted from running to keep up.  No 
wonder fundamentalism is on the rise 
throughout the world.
    What does the Benedictine tradition 
have to say to all of this? Perhaps the 
answer lies in it’s ability to hold opposites: 
solitude and community; silence and 
dialogue; contemplation and ministry; 
structure and spontaneity; fasting and 
feasting; stability and conversion. The 
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St. Scholastica Academy Alumnae and former 
staff came together from across the country for 
reunions Cañon City and Chicago. See photos and 
more starting on page 8. 

Sisters, pg.  4
Learn the latest about the sisters.

Oblates, pg. 7 
Welcome new oblates.

Alumnae, pg. 8
View photos from reunion.

Friends, pg. 10
Discover upcoming spirituality programs.

Prayer Ministry, pg. 12
We hold you in our prayers.

Annual Report, pg. 17
Thank you for your generosity.

We are happy to share Sacro Speco with 
you and want to make sure you don’t miss 
an issue!  If you need to update your 
contact information or are receiving 
multiple copies of the newsletter, 
contact jlesanche@osbchicago.org or 
773.764.2413 x371. If you know some-
one who is not receiving the newsletter 
who would like to be included in a future 
mailing, please encourage them to contact 
us with their current name and address.  
Thank you and enjoy this issue!

Sacro Speco, a publication of  the Benedictine Sisters of  Chicago



Message from the Prioress

Sister Judith Murphy OSB
Prioress

Letters From You
REMEMBRANCE

A year has slipped by since the death of 
Cecilia McNulty Woods (SSA, Cañon City, 
1962).  Although no letter reached you 
at her passing, the following thoughts ex-
press the admiration--and love--we had 
for Cec. Prior to her death on August 9, 
2014, she and I talked and laughed daily, 
and in those phone chats she shared 
stories from her years at St. Scholastica 
Academy in Cañon City, Colorado. She 
asked that I write of those events for 
her.... The stories make up “The Book 

of Cecilia”--a unit in my book called 
“Glimpses...Now  I Can See.” The entire 
book is dedicated to Cec--for her life, 
for her love, for her laughter.... She held 
nothing but admiration for the Sisters-
-her teachers and friends, and for her 
classmates, not only in the class of 1962, 
but also in those that prceded and fol-
lowed....Thank you for all the memories 
and love.
    -Elizabeth A. Roberts, PhD 
   (SSA, Cañon City, 1962)

SHARE YOUR THOUGHTS

If you have a letter you would like to 
share here, please contact: 

Benedictine Sisters of Chicago
Attn: Sacro Speco Newsletter
7430 N. Ridge Blvd.
Chicago, IL 60645

Or email nsotelo@osbchicago.org with 
subject line “For Sacro Speco Letters.” 
We will publish letters as space permits.
 

Dear Friends, 

Something about the beginning of a new year encourages that we think about 
change: change we might consider for this year; or, changes we’ve experienced 
over the past year, some inevitable and others chosen.  

Recently, a friend recommended a little book to me, Always We Begin Again: The 
Benedictine Way of Living by John McQuiston. It adapts the Rule of Benedict to 
the circumstances of contemporary life. The title suggests an attitude of open-
ness and hope.  And the practice of routine contemplation of scripture, called for 
in the Rule of Benedict, helps us develop perspective to learn from our everyday 
experiences. It brought to mind Dag Hammarskjold’s book Markings where he 
wrote, “Let me read with open eyes the book my days are writing---and learn.” 

Two of the Benedictine vows we take also speak to those of us faced with daily 
changes: “stability” and “conversion through a monastic way of life.” They lay out 
a blueprint for life. With the first vow, Benedictines commit to a particular group 
of people; and in the second vow each accepts the reality that living day by day 
with others in community in a Gospel and ecclesial attitude of love will call for 
conversion and facilitate conversion over a lifetime. This conversion is growth 
away from self-centeredness and toward service and consideration for others.

These two vows are not only useful for those living in religious communities but 
for all of us Christians who are faced with modern life’s daily changes and seek a 
path through it all. I hope this issue of Sacro Speco speaks to the changes you are 
facing and lets you know that through it all, we are walking the journey with you!

In peace,

Judith Murphy, OSB
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When Sister Susan Kilduski took trumpet lessons as 
a young woman, she probably never dreamed they 

would help her ministry as a Benedictine Sister.  After 
entering the Benedictines, she discovered she could use 
her musical talent as a ministry: playing taps at veteran 
memorials. She said that a recent experience was one of 
the proudest of her life: playing taps for a 50th Anniversary 
event that honored Milton Lee Olive III, the first African 
American recipient of the Medal of Honor in the Vietnam 
War.  During the war, Olive saw an incoming grenade and 
used his body as a shield to protect his comrades in service. 
While he did not survive, others did and were forever grate-
ful. We are so proud of Sister Sue and her ability to share 
her musical talent at special occasions such as this.

Sister Vivian Ivantic celebrated her 102nd birthday on 
August 28, 2015. She recently joined Sister Belinda 

Monahan, the monastery’s Vocation Minister, in giving a 
presentation to a class of Northwestern University stu-
dents who are studying Catholicism. The two sisters shared 
highlights from the monastery’s history, including pictures 
of the sisters over time, old hymnals, and other memora-
bilia. The class also visited the chapel at the monastery and 
learned about the sisters current life of prayer and service. 
The students enjoyed the visit and we loved hosting them!

Benedictine women’s monasteries around the world cre-
ated a forum in which to meet, build relationship, and 

support one another. This forum, begun in 2001, is called 
Communio Internationalis Benedictinarum (CIB). Sister 
Patricia Crowley serves as a representative from North 
America in her role as president of the Conference of Bene-
dictine Prioresses. She attended the international gathering 

in France during September where sisters gathered from 
countries as far away as Brazil and South Africa.

To commemorate the Vatican’s Year of Consecrated Life, 
Sister Benita Coffey prepared an Open House for our 

Rogers Park Neighbors in August and Sister Virginia Jung 
coordinated a special vespers service in September. The 
Vatican announced this special year to encourage voca-
tions and highlight the lives of men and women religious 
who have dedicated themselves to serving the church. The 
monastery’s communications office has also participated by 
sharing stories and images in our online media and with the 
United States Conference of Bishops’ social media office to 
help raise awareness about the Benedictine sisters. 

Our community celebrated the jubilees of six sisters this 
year. “Jubilees” are the anniveraries of the day that our 

sisters professed vows to become Benedictines. Since the 
last newsletter, four sisters commemorated their jubilees 
and renewed their vows. This includes: Sister Amy Camp-
bell (75 years), Sister Victoria Marconi (70 years), Sister 
Kathleen McNamara (70 years), and Sister Mary Melady 
(50 years). Thank you for your years of service, sisters!

Many friends of the monastery knew Peter Zonsius, 
Sister Judith Zonsius’ uncle, through his charitable 

ministries. Since his death, Sister Judith has carried on 
the administrative work to ensure Uncle Pete’s Ministries 
continues as a charitable organization. Among the many 
ministries, last year volunteers delivered 12,000 suppers to 
families in need! Sister Judith and Uncle Pete’s Ministry was 
honored with an award by the Paluch Family Foundation in 
October for their commitment to serve as Christ did.

Monastery News

Sister Victoria Marconi is in her 90s, but 
she still keeps up a ministry of letter writ-
ing. Letters pour in every week and she 
answers each one, sharing God’s love 
through the medium of pen and paper. 
Recently, a young man asked if there was 
a sister who could be his prayer partner 
while he studies to become a priest. We 
knew Sister Victoria was perfect for the 
assignment. The two have kept up a cor-
respondence and in August he came to 
meet his sister in faith and they took this 
joyous selfie!
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    Sisters 

{Sister Story} 
Sister Rita Nowak
Sister Rita entered the monastery in 1952 and made her final 
profession to become a sister in 1957. She has served in a num-
ber of roles, most recently as the Buildings and Grounds 
Supervisor at the monastery.

Sister Rita has skillfully served as a teacher, principal, and 
sub-prioress throughout her 63 years as a Benedictine 

sister. It was in her role as the Buildings and Grounds Super-
visor, however, that she happily returned to working close 
with the earth that she first fell in love with as a child. 

      Sister Rita’s father was a wholesale florist in the Rogers Park  
neighborhood of Chicago and her mother would assist him 
in caring for the flowers. Rita would go along with her to 
the greenhouses where the workmen had made her a low 
“bench.” She remembers, “drawing and coloring bakery 
goods and cutting them out and placing them on the 
bench” as if it were a bakery.  She also recalls “the green-
houses were warm and full of growing things, wonderful 
light and earthy smells and cats.” The holidays were the 
busiest times and she says “whole greenhouses were filled 
with gold or russet or lavender or red at Christmas and 
white and yellow and purple at Easter--I loved it! I didn’t 
know how much this became a part of me.”

It was only later that she stumbled into caring for the 
grounds of the monastery. “I found that my work on the 
grounds was a favorite.” She has been caring for the monas-
tery’s grounds over the last 30 years. 

Over the summer, Pope Francis issued an encyclical about 
the care of the earth titled, Laudato Si. The church has of-
ten held a high regard for the care of God’s creation. Sister 
Rita remembers, “When I entered, Sister Evelyn, our Novice 
Mistress, instilled in us the concept that work is holy. In 
fact, The Rule [of St. Benedict] is filled with statements of 
respect for everything and everyone.... our life together 
supports the concept of care for all of creation.”

Pope Francis’ encyclical on the earth was timed at this par-
ticular moment in history to address the massive climate 
change that is occuring and to encourage Christians to take 
steps towards the care of the earth. 

To learn more about how to care for the earth, Sister Rita 
has some recommendations. First, she suggests reading 
about how humans are destroying our common home. 
More importantly, she says, “go outside and really look 
at things, listen and feel nature.... You will get to love the 
earth and then recycling, etc. will be a part of you!” 

She also recommends setting aside quiet time to read and 
reflect with books such as Radical Amazement by Judy Can-
nato, Ancestral Grace by Diarmuid O’Murchu, The Universe 
Story by Brian Swimme and Thomas Berry, or Ask the Beasts 
by Elizabeth Johnson. 

Sister Rita also encourages people to consider simple living. 
She remembers cleaning a Sister’s room after she passed 
away and seeing her simple style of living. “She could have 
had so much more but what she had was enough.”

In order to help people get in touch with God’s creation, 
Sister Rita oversees the monastery’s community garden 
where people in the neighborhood who live in apartments 
with no access to land can tend a plot for vegetables and 
flowers. She believes that if you “get in touch with your 
heart and with your gut feelings [you can] let the Universe 
into your life!”

It was, in part, the land that drew her to the monastery. “At 
St. Scholastica Academy, I got to know the Sisters. They led 
me into an interest in social movements and the wonderful 
world of biology. It felt right to join them.”  The Sisters are 
grateful she did!

“...let the Universe into your life!
-Sister Rita
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Helen Kathleen Zember was born May 17, 1925, to Frances 
Cerbo and George Zember, in La Veta, Colorado. Their 

three daughters and three sons were raised on their farm. 
They were a devout Catholic family where the faith was clearly 
important and parents were exemplary teachers and models 
of strong Christian values.

She entered St. Scholastica Monastery on September 8, 1944. 
Helen received the name Sr. Mildred at the time of her recep-
tion as a novice on July 11, 1945. She professed triennial vows 

on August 16, 1946, 
and pronounced per-
petual vows on that 
date in 1949.  
 
With her first year of 
college already com-
pleted in Colorado,  
she now continued 
her studies at DePaul 
University where she 
was awarded the  
Bachelor of Philoso-
phy degree. Sister 
Mildred began her 
many years of teach-
ing at Queen of All 
Saints and St. Hilary 
schools in Chicago.

In the mid-1950’s, she was assigned to parish schools in Colo-
rado, first in Pueblo, then in Salida. Many summers over the 
years, Sister Mildred frequently served in “vacation schools”, 
the religious education programs for parishes where there 
were no parochial schools. On returning to the Chicago area, 
she ministered in religious education at Mother of God Parish 
in Waukegan, Illinois, and then at Saint Symphorosa. She also 
engaged more actively on the archdiocesan level and became 
a certified Director of Religious Education, worked as District 
Catechist for ten years, and held a position on the Archdi-
ocesan Religious Education Board for three years. She was a 
recipient of the Catechetical Ministry Award from the Archdio-
cese of Chicago.

In 1983 she became the Director of Religious Education at 
Queen of the Rosary Parish in Elk Grove Village, Illinois, her 
last assignment. She also received her Masters degree in 
Religious Education from Loyola University Chicago in 1986. 
After retiring, she assisted with the Oblate Program which had 
always been an interest of hers.  A special highlight of her life 
was to be one of a hundred chosen to receive Holy Commu-
nion  from Pope St. John Paul II when he celebrated Mass in 
Chicago. Another was the summer of 2000 when she attend-
ed the Benedictine renewal program in Rome. 

Sister Mildred died peacefully at the monastery on the morn-
ing of October 12, 2015. Her funeral was held Friday, October 
16, 2015 at St. Scholastica Chapel and she was interred in All 
Saints Cemetery in Des Plaines, Illinois.  She is survived by her 
sister Wilma Zember Brown and many nieces and nephews. 

promise of stability is not simply a pledge to stick around. It 
is a grounding in the reality of our lives. Rather than a frantic 
rush from one thing to another, one project to another, it is a 
profound acceptance of this particular place and these par-
ticular people as one’s way to God. The promise of conversion 
is not a commitment to engage in a static keeping of a rule, 
but, “a recognition of God’s unpredictability, which confronts 
our own love of cosiness or safety. It means that we have to 
live provisionally, ready to respond to the new whenever and 
however it might appear.” (Esther de Waal in Seeking God: the 
Way of St. Benedict.)
    Stability is necessary for us to keep our feet on the ground. 
Conversion is necessary to keep us from becoming mired in 
that ground and so cease to engage in lifelong transforma-
tion. Professed Benedictines make formal vows of stability and 
conversion, but these two qualities are necessary for anyone 

seeking to live a full human life.
    As we enter 2016, change and the way we are with the 
changes in our lives might be a helpful subject for reflec-
tion: Where in my life am I running to keep up, and how can 
I be gentle with my exhausted self? What changes in my life 
are positive, and how can I be thankful for them? Are there 
any losses that have come with life changes, and do I need 
to grieve them? What am I being called to do or be through 
these changes? 

Continued from page 1

By Sister Pat Coughlin. Pat has ministered in the field of educa-
tion and psychotherapy for 56 years.  She currently serves as 
a Supervisor at the Center for Religion and Psychotherapy. She 
also serves on the Monastic Council as secretary for the Bene-
dictine Sisters of Chicago.

In Memorium: 
Sister Mildred Zember



Lay leadership within Oblate groups is a growing trend 
among U.S. Benedictine communities.  Sister Joan Hent-
ges has led the Colorado Benedictine Oblates, but as she 
prepared to retire to St. Scholastica Monastery in Chicago 
this summer, she knew that a different structure was 
needed to support the Oblates.

A leadership team was formed from among the Colorado 
Oblates and now six members help lead the group, with 
Sister Joan acting as a mentor from a distance.  The lead-
ers range in age from 50s to 70s. They recently met and 
shared some of their thoughts on the new role they have 
taken as a team.

“We are working to keep the group viable with the widest 
participation possible and to avoid dependence on one 
person as leader,” they wrote in an email. They believe 
everyone deserves an opportunity to lead and look for-
ward to having one person rotate off the team and one 
new person rotate onto the team each year. They hope it 
will provide an array of representation from among their 
fellow Oblates.

They also want to ensure people feel welcomed to share 
their ideas, even if they are not on the leadership team. 
“We ask the Oblates what they think at the meetings, as 
well as receive private input from them.”  

On a regular basis, the leadership team focuses on plan-
ning their monthly meetings, preparing readings for the 
year, coordinating an Advent retreat, organizing an Annual 
Social, recruiting and forming new Oblates, etc. It is a lot 
of work, but they hope that over time, they can continue 
to make the Colorado Oblates a “vibrant, life-giving Oblate 
group that utilizes the gifts of everyone in the group to 
help us learn to carry the Benedictine charism into the 
world.” With such an intentional team, we have no doubt 
that they will!

O
blates 

Two Women Join Chicago Oblates
Two women,  Rosalie Riegle and Mary 
Rose Close made their Oblation to 
become Benedictine Oblates in St. 
Scholastica Chapel on September 20, 
2015. Both women had studied Bene-
dictine spirituality for many years be-
fore entering into this life-long com-
mitment. “I’ve always been interested 
in Benedictine spirituality,” reflected 
Rosalie. “Having quiet prayer time 
at the beginning of each day helps 
to unite the disparate parts of my 
still-busy life.”  It was prayer that also 
that also drew Mary Rose Close to 
this day. “I wanted to establish a con-
nection with [the sisters] and to be 
praying with them.” Welcome Rosalie 
and Mary Rose!

Mary Rose Close (right) and Rosalie 
Riegle (middle) make their Oblation.

Colorado Oblates Form Leadership Team

Colorado Oblate Leadership Team (pictured top row, left to 
right) James Kramer and Richard Dudley (bottom row, left to 
right) Rose Higgs, Phyllis King and Connie Counts Godfrey. Not 
pictured, Dan Leetch, who assists the team.
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(from top row to bottom row, left to right) Former principals Sister Judith Murphy, OSB, ‘60 and Judy Borchers, 
‘58 pose for a photo at the reunion. Patricia Coughlin, OSB, ‘57, talks with two alumnae about the St. Scholastica 
and St. Benedict mural during the campus visit on Sunday. A group of alumnae from the class of 1970 gather  
around their table at the Saturday evening dinner. Joanne Bookstein, ‘65, gives the 50th anniversary class ad-
dress. Susie Randle Craig ‘70, left,poses for a photo with her mother Rosie Randle, a former staff member. Alum-
nae fill the Jean Marie Ryan Center’s elegant banquet hall for the Saturday night dinner. 
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ST. SCHOLASTICA ACADEMY, CHICAGO
2015 Reunion Weekend, October 17 & 18

See the full album of photos
http://on.fb.me/1RxVqSy

More than 200 alumnae gathered in Chicago for the 2015 
Alumnae Reunion Weekend celebrating the classes of ‘0 and 
‘5. The weekend included a wine reception, dinner, and class 
photos at the Jean Marie Ryan Center on Saturday.  On Sunday, 
the attendees gathered for the Alumnae Memorial Mass, an 
honored tradition to remember classmates who have passed 
away and to give Benedictine medals to the 50th anniversary 
class. After the Mass, there was a reception and the doors of 
the school were opened for tours. Alumnae took the 
opportunity to walk the halls of the school, reminiscing and 
sharing stories with their families. What a memorable 
weekend!
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St. Scholastica Academy, Chicago

Marie B. Rubly Molloy  (1937)
   (deceased 2014)
Jeanne Lochner Keuth (1938)
Georgette Kesselring (1941) 
Mary Ann Fallon Farmer (1945), sister of
    Jane LoSasso (1959), mother-in-law of 
    Lynne Farmer, former Head of School
Carol Stutz Hopkins (1945)
Margaret Egan Namovic (1947), mother of
    Margaret Carr (1975), Jeanette Namovic
    (1976), Kathleen Jensen (1977), 
    Marian Namovic (1981), and Loretta 
    Namovic (1984)
Sheila Murphy Hulseman (1953), sister of 
    Eileen Samuelson (1955) and Judith 
    Murphy, OSB (1960) 
Donald Andries, husband of Dorothy 

    Delacoma Andries (1954)
Germaine Barkemeyer (1954)
Mary Fahey Klodzinski (1958)
Trudy Campion Anderson (1960), sister of
    Patricia M. Campion (1957)
Deborah Walsh Longstreet (1961), mother 
    of Jennifer Halman (1992) and Jeanette
    Longstreet (1995) 
Sally Godfrey Arpe (1962) 
Jean Moloney Leisten (1963)
Michele “Missy” Kunze (1964)
Sandra Lee Knutson McHugh (1965) 
Barbara Jean Bergquist Radley (1965) 
    (deceased 2013)
Thomas E. Carrell, Jr., husband of Jane
    Ryan Carrell (1966) 
Elizabeth Hoffmann Ahumada (1978), 
    sister of Mary Ellen Swee (1973), Teresa 
    O’Keefe (1974), Jean Bomberger (1980),

    and Catherine Williams (1984) 
Mary Mills  (1978)
Maria Basantes, grandmother of Susana 
    Cordova-Gegner (1984)
Teresa Gallen (1994), sister of Philomena 
    Gallen (1989) and Ann Marie Gallen 
    Nee (1992) 

St. Scholastica Academy, Cañon City

Jean Kimmick Butler (1960)
Ceilia McNulty Woods (1962)
    (deceased 2014)
Rose and Felix Taylor, parents of Michelle 
    Taylor (1987)
Sara Elder Donohue (1990)

(at right) Alumnae of all ages gathered 
at The Abbey Winery for a tour, tasting, 
and reminiscing. 

In Memoriam   

The above represents notices received 
June 1, 2015 - October 26, 2015.

Alumnae of St. Scholastica Academy, Cañon City and The Abbey gathered together in August for the 2015 All-Class Alum-
nae Reunion Weekend. Gathering from near and far, alumnae enjoyed the full weekend of activities that included a 

visit to The Abbey Winery, dinner, campus tours, Mass, and more. Sister Benita Coffey, the last sister principal at the school, 
traveled to Cañon City for the reunion festivities. Next year’s reunion is set for August 19-21. Make sure to save the date! 
See the full album of photos: http://on.fb.me/1RxXGcj

ST. SCHOLASTICA ACADEMY, CHICAGO
2015 Reunion Weekend, October 17 & 18

See the full album of photos
http://on.fb.me/1RxVqSy

ST. SCHOLASTICA ACADEMY, CAÑON CITY
2015 Reunion Weekend, August 14-16
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Where is God calling you?
•	 Do you feel God is calling you to something more in 

life but you’re not sure what it is?  

•	 Do you long to live a life of prayer and service?

•	 Are you searching for a community where you can 
become fully yourself?

We invite you to discern God’s call in your life. Whether 
you are called to single life, religious life, or married life, 
God has a plan for you.

If you wonder if God may be calling you to become a 
Sister, contact Sister Belinda Monahan, OSB at 
vocation@osbchicago.org or 773.338.7063. 
Sister Belinda is the Vocation Minister, helping women 
discern God’s call in their lives. (vocation@osbchi-
cago.com or 773.338.7063). Sistl

Memories
The grotto was a favorite place for sisters, friends, and alumnae to gather for quiet prayer or, as in the photo below, a 
family photo! Over time, however, the grotto’s rocks became unstable and, as a result, unsafe. The sisters were forced 
to remove the upper rocks but wanted to keep the prayerful space.  A few years ago, they turned the spot into a place 
for quiet reflection, adding a table and chairs while keeping the lower rocks and old iron fence. It remains a beautiful 
area for the sisters to rest, reflect, and pray.



Connect with 
Your Benedictine 
Community

Whether you are seeking to deepen 
your prayer life or searching for a faith 
community, the Benedictine Sisters of 
Chicago invite you to get involved with 
the Benedictine community.

Join us on Facebook or Twitter

Find out about upcoming programs, 
see the latest photos, or join the 
conversation. Follow us at twitter.
com/OSBChicago or click “Like” on 
our Facebook page at facebook.com/
BenedictineSistersofChicago.

Enjoy Daily Prayer or Sunday Mass

Join the Sisters for prayer in the 
morning or evening or come for 
Sunday mass. For information,visit  
our website at www.osbchicago.org/
prayer or call 773.764.2413 x230.

Become a Supporter

We are grateful for our many prayer 
and financial supporters and hold 
you daily in our prayers. If you are 
interested in becoming a financial 
supporter, visit osbchicago.org/
donate or call the Director of 
Development, Joanne Spata, at 
773.764.2413 x233.

Sign up for the Email List

Register your email at 
osbchicago.org/email and receive 
monthly e-newsletters and other 
special notices about news and 
events.

Spirituality Programs, Spring 2016
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Lenten Series on Mercy and Forgiveness
February 13-March 1
Facilitated by Sister Patricia Crowley and Sister Benita Coffey

Eco-Spirituality
April 30
Facilitated by Sister Mary Melady and Sister Rita Nowak

Dream Workshop
May 5, 12, 23, 26
Facilitated by Sister Patricia Coughlin

International Labyrinth Day
May 7
Coordinated by Sister Mary Melady

Visit our website osbchicago.org/programs to learn more about 
these upcoming events and to find registration details. We look 
forward to seeing you at the monastery this spring!

Below, people listen to a presentation at last year’s International 
Labyrinth Day before walking the guided prayer structure. The 
labyrinth remains open 365 days a year during daylight hours.
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 Prayer Ministry
You have been remembered in our prayers.

The following represents Memorial and Special Occasion prayer requests 
from June 2, 2015 - November 1, 2015.

Memorials
In memory of Bob Abt
Benedictine Sisters of Chicago

In memory of Dolores Aguirre
Joanne Spata

In memory of Elizabeth Hoffmann 
Ahumada
Benedictine Sisters of Chicago

In memory of Trudy 
    Campion Anderson
Benedictine Sisters of Chicago
Judith Borchers
Patricia Campion
Marilyn LaManna Sewall

In memory of Donald Andries
Benedictine Sisters of Chicago
Sister Patricia Cielinski, OSB
Kathy and Jeff Caudill
Katherine Gehrke
Maureen Kaucher
Greg and Judy Matz
James and Cecile Mikulski
Sister Margarita Walters, O.S.B.

In memory of Sally Godfrey Arpe
Benedictine Sisters of Chicago

In memory of Germaine Barkemeyer
Benedictine Sisters of Chicago

In memory of Maria Basantes
Benedictine Sisters of Chicago

In memory of Sister Maurus 
    Becker, OSB
Harold Perry

In memory of Joseph Biesinger
Karen Kelly

In memory of Michael Bowers
Patricia Heineman-Vernon

In memory of Helen and Karol Brandys
Mary Cielinski

In memory of Joseph Bredemann
Sally Noonan Bredemann

In memory of Jake Brown
Karen Kelly

In memory of Jean Kimmick Butler
Benedictine Sisters of Chicago
Thomas L. Butler

In memory of Marilyn Carpentier
Vanessa Garvy

In memory of Thomas E. Carrell, Jr.
Benedictine Sisters of Chicago
Jane Ryan Carrell

In memory of Philip Caudill
Maureen Kaucher

In memory of Borys Chermak
CARE Organization

In memory of Angeline and 
    Michael Cieslinski
Mary Cielinski

In memory of Ann Cieslinski
Mary Cielinski

In memory of Mary B. Cipolla
Terrence D. Boyle and Chung Hwa Lee

In memory of Kathleen, sister of 
    Mary Connor
Barbara Boland

In memory of Pat and Patty Crowley
Sister Patricia Crowley, OSB

In memory of Patrick Crowley
Sister Patricia Crowley, OSB

In memory of Patty Crowley
Sister Patricia Crowley, OSB

In memory of Judge Richard Cudahy
Judith Borchers

In memory of Ola Cook-Mbah
Nkeiruka I. Mbah

In memory of Irene Stock Cormack
Dorothy Stock Hancock
Jacqueline Stock Seley
Rose Ann Stock Foster



Prayer Ministry - June 2, 2015 - November 1, 2015

In memory of Mary A. Cornella
Robert and Elizabeth Cornella

In memory of Ada Burns Crampton
Charlene Balkin

In memory of Joseph Crean
Sister Frances Crean, RSM

In memory of Mary Elizabeth 
    Connolly Crean
Sister Frances Crean, RSM

In memory of Bernabe Cruz
Joseph and Bernadette Browne

In memory of Eleanore DeRose
Benedictine Sisters of Chicago

In memory of Frances L. Dickman
Joanne Spata

In memory of Sara Elder Donohue
Benedictine Sisters of Chicago

In memory of Helen Dorgan
G. D. and K. M. Rhea

In memory of Marilyn Dreier
William and Katherine Milleker

In memory of Georgine Ebert
Sandra and David Atkins
Benedictine Sisters of Chicago
Roger Mogel and Marsha Reed
Myrtle Beach Stamp Club – Joseph 
Russell, Treasurer
Myrtle Trace Homeowners Assoc. – 
Les Gerhart, Presiden
Peggy Savage
Carol and Richard Scott

In memory of Susan Eggen
Benedictine Sisters of Chicago

In memory of Sister Judith Elms, OSB
Sister Patricia Cielinski, OSB

In memory of Louise MacDonald Ellis
Lois Macdonald Simms

In memory of Mary Ann 
    Fallon Farmer
Benedictine Sisters of Chicago
Rick and Lynne Farmer
John Forsythe family
John Garvey family
Betty and Laurie Gauger
Geraldine and Chris Hahn Grassia
Richard Hahn
Eleanor Handler
Earlynn Hattendorf
DeVerille A. Huston
Dean Larson
Jane and John LoSasso
Thomas and Betty Novak
Laurie Oken

In memory of Robert P. Fash, Sr.
Kathie and Bob Anderson

In memory of Pete Ferrari
Judith Borchers

In memory of Rev. Robert E. Ferrigan
Benedictine Sisters of Chicago

In memory of Carolyn Fields
Carl and Kathryn Rittmeyer

In memory of Kris Gast Fitzsimmons
Janice Gast

In memory of Ann Flaherty
Rev. William J. Flaherty

In memory of Jack Fortuna
William and Katherine Milleker

In memory of Arlene Funk
Karen Kelly

In memory of Donald Galassini
Caryl and Robert Galassini

In memory of Teresa Gallen
Benedictine Sisters of Chicago

In memory of Bud Gast
Janice Gast

In memory of Kathy Geroski
Jill Newberger

In memory of Sister M. Carolyn 
    Glach, OSB
Helen Davis

In memory of Sister Joyce 
    Gleeson, OSB
Suzanne Walsh

In memory of Jean Madden Glunz
Benedictine Sisters of Chicago
Sister Jane Smith, OSB

In memory of Emma Griffiths
Karen Kelly

In memory of Joanne Hennegan
Karen Kelly

In memory of Dick Herdrich
Margie and Ron Auer

In memory of Margaret Hogan
Judith Borchers

In memory of Harry Holland
John and Mardo Petrovich

In memory of Sheila Murphy 
    Hulseman
Dorothy Andries
Ron and Margie Auer
Benedictine Sisters of Chicago
Judith Borchers
Patricia Campion
Phyllis Duzmal
Kitty Gehrke and family
Homer and Ruth Gonzalez
Dorothy Koehler Holmes
Jackie LeSanche
Gregory and Judith Matz
Ann and Louis Metzger, Jr.
Joanne Spata

In memory of Theodore Itschner
Patricia Hartmann

In memory of Arlene McGrath
    Jorgensen
Mark B. Jorgensen

In memory of Anton Kaplan
Margaret Cullen

     Prayer M
inistry
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Prayer Ministry - June 2, 2015 to November 1, 2015

In memory of Frances Kaplan
Margaret Cullen

In memory of Violet A. Karpinski
Bernard Karpinski

In memory of John Keating
Paula K. Keating

In memory of Georgette Kesselring
Benedictine Sisters of Chicago
Ruth Kesselring
Virginia Lamana

In memory of Jeanne Lochner Keuth
Benedictine Sisters of Chicago

In memory of Mary Fahey Klodzinski
Benedictine Sisters of Chicago

In memory of Patricia Kowalewski
Richard and Stephanie Klingelsmith

In memory of Semen Kraverskiy
Sister Susan Kilduski, OSB

In memory of Sister Hildegarde
    (Justina) Kunz
Michael Surdyk

In memory of Sister Juliana 
    (Gertrud) Kunz
Michael Surdyk

In memory of Michele Kunze
Benedictine Sisters of Chicago

In memory of Jean Moloney Leisten
Benedictine Sisters of Chicago
Anita Carteaux
Andrea Ciccone
Anne Porter

In memory of Anne Lesnak
Bernadine Drasler
Marguerite Drasler
Judy and Jim Moll
Betty and Eino Seppala

In memory of Ellen Mae Long
Genevieve Delana

In memory of Deborah Walsh 
    Longstreet
Benedictine Sisters of Chicago
Sharon and Larry Barr

In memory of Nora LoVerde
Callero & Callero, LLP – Kathy Kirschen 
Janessa

In memory of Lloyd Maday
Karen Kelly

In memory of Ellen M. Manning
Sara Smith

In memory of Carroll Martin
Patricia Martin

In memory of Margaret Martin
Patricia Martin

In memory of Elisabeth Masculli
Sister Victoria Marconi, OSB

In memory of Lynne McCabe
Tom and Terri Ivantic

In memory of Thomas McCarter
Sister Patricia Cielinski, OSB

In memory of Robert McCray
Karen Kelly

In memory of Nora McGeean
Judith Zonsius, OSB

In memory of Eugene McGuire
Scott and Amy Gilbert

In memory of Clethia McHugh
Benedictine Sisters of Chicago and 
Oblates

In memory of Sandra Lee 
    Knutson McHugh
Benedictine Sisters of Chicago

In memory of David and 
    Rosellyn McKinney
Benedictine Sisters of Chicago

In memory of Sister Mary Benet 
    McKinney, OSB
Benedictine Sisters of Chicago

In memory of Jan McNamara
Maureen Blackburn
Sister Benita Coffey, OSB

In memory of Jan and Edwin
     McNamara
Sister Kathleen McNamara, OSB

In memory of William (Bill) Mella
Benedictine Sisters of Chicago
Katherine Sherman

In memory of Mary Mills
Benedictine Sisters of Chicago

In memory of Marie B. Rubly Molloy
Benedictine Sisters of Chicago
Sister Frances Crean, RSM

In memory of Anna Mueller
Helga Ruby

In memory of J. Demetriss Murray
Barbara Lock Hickman

In memory of the deceased members 
    of the Francis J. Murray family
Ann Murray

In memory of Margaret Egan Namovic
Benedictine Sisters of Chicago
Sister Jane Smith, OSB

In memory of Cecilia Olsen
Joanne Spata

In memory of Robert Olson
George Olson
Nancy Olson

In memory of Barbara Jean Bergquist 
    Radley
Benedictine Sisters of Chicago

In memory of Jack O’Ryan
Sister Mary Ann O’Ryan, OSB
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Prayer Ministry - June 2, 2015 to November 1, 2015

In memory of Mary Yvonne O’Ryan
Sister Mary Ann O’Ryan, OSB

In memory of Margaret A. 
    Ottenheimer
Mary M. Laport

In memory of John Panfil
Michael and Eileen Moorman

In memory of Mary Panton
Dr. Frank L. Karkazis family
Sister Susan Kilduski, OSB

In memory of Helen Perse
Margaret Cullen

In memory of Richard (Dick) Perse
Margaret Cullen

In memory of Leo Petkus
James and Dorothea Jung

In memory of Aleksander Polowinkin
Nancy Bryers

In memory of Francis Pirman
Margaret Pirman

In memory of Robert Price
Angela Schroeder
Fred and Marie Zalaznik

In memory of George Radacy
Marian Radacy

In memory of Margaret Reinert
Sister Amy Campbell, OSB

In memory of Sister Rosemarie 
    Rupar, OSB
Bernice Krasovec

In memory of Marie Sabia
Teresa and Richard Brown

In memory of Mildred Sawyer
Marilyn Graybill

In memory of Harold Schoene
Joanne Spata

In memory of the Schorsch family
Benedictine Sisters of Chicago

In memory of Sister Beatrice 
    Singler, OSB
William Singler Murray

In memory of Lee Solis
Karen Kelly

In memory of Jeanne Spanknebell
Lois MacDonald Simms

In memory of Mrs. Staranowicz
David Zasada

In memory of deceased members of 
    the Sullivan family
John L. Wren

In memory of Rose and Felix Taylor
Benedictine Sisters of Chicago

In memory of Edward Tourdot
Jeff and Kathy Caudill

In memory of deceased members of 
    the Trapp family
Catherine and George Trapp, Jr.

In memory of MiMi Hall Uhlmann
Karen Kelly

In memory of Ida May VanDuyne
Ivantic Family

In memory of Phil R. Varchetta
Sister Jane Smith, OSB

In memory of Veronica S. Vatch
Steven Vatch, Jr.

In memory of Gladys Widlowski
Karen Kelly

In memory of Donald Wirkus
Caryl A. Galassini

In memory of Bajda Wojciech
Benedictine Sisters of Chicago

In memory of Cecilia McNulty Woods
Benedictine Sisters of Chicago

In memory of deceased members of 
    the Wren family
John L. Wren

In memory of Rose Louise Yates
Richard and Stephanie Klingelsmith

In memory of Sister Mildred 
    Zember, OSB
Cynthia Bachmann
Benedictine Sisters of Chicago
Patricia Campion
Rev. Robert Oldershaw

In memory of the mother of 
    Nicole Zeri
Cheryl and John Love

In memory of Peter Zonsius
Barbara Zonsius

In memory of Sister Suzanne 
     Zuercher, OSB
Andrea Ciccone
Paula K. Keating
Marilyn McIntosh
Valerie Stockmar

Special Occasions
In honor of James and Allison 
    Bernsteine on their marriage
Sister Susan Kilduski, OSB

In honor of Sister Amy Campbell, OSB
    on her 75th Jubilee
Kathy and Jeff Caudill
Marie Cushing
Richard Fields

In honor of Sister Amy Campbell, OSB
    who served SSA and the people of 
    Canon City, Colorado so devotedly
Emily Hartman
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In honor of Sister Patricia 
    Cielinski, OSB
Maureen Kaucher
Mary Sotir

In honor of Sister Benita Coffey, OSB
Kathy and Jeff Caudill

In honor of Sister Benita Coffey, OSB
    on her birthday
Thomas and Sharon Coffey
Bernice Krasovec
Madonna Rodgers McCutcheon

In honor of Sister Patricia 
    Crowley, OSB 
Bob and Bunny Carrane
Kathy and Jeff Caudill
Mary Pat Buckley and Russell Johnson
Jane Hennessey
Rita Killean
Gary and Mary Ann Kono
Patricia and James Miller
Roberta Folonie Schuetz
William Van Houghton

In honor of Sylvia and John Hourihane
    on their 50th wedding anniversary
Kathy Statz Rees

In honor of Yolanda Imhoff on her 
    birthday
Patricia Heineman-Vernon

In honor of Sister Vivian Ivantic, OSB
Patricia G. Prusa

In honor of Sister Vivian Ivantic, OSB
    on her 102nd birthday
Linda Kneesel Barnard
Andrea Ciccone
Eileen and Lawrence Klonowski
Bob and Ann Kneesel
Florence Steele

In honor of Penny Kerndt
Jenny and Nick Semaca

In honor of Sister Anne Krall, OSB who
    served SSA and the people of Canon
    City, Colorado so devotedly
Emily Hartman

In honor of Jane LoSasso
DeVerille A. Huston

In honor of Sister Victoria Marconi, 
    OSB on her 70th Jubilee
Kathy and Jeff Caudill

In honor of Sister Kathleen 
    McNamara, OSB who served SSA
    and the people of Canon City, 
    Colorado so devotedly
Emily Hartman

In honor of Sister Kathleen
    McNamara, OSB on her 70th Jubilee
Kathy and Jeff Caudill

In honor of Sister Mercedes Moore, 
    OSB on her 80th Jubilee and 100th 
    birthday
Sharon Bordui

In honor of Sister Judith Murphy, OSB, 
    on her election and installation
Patricia Campion
Kathy and Jeff Caudill
Jane LoSasso

In honor of John Olen on his 49th 
    birthday
Martin and Jeanne Stanton

In honor of Mary Ann Presberg on her 
    80th birthday
Kathleen and Bob Anderson

In honor of Sister Susan Quaintance, 
    OSB on her 25th Jubilee
Kathy and Jeff Caudill
Richard Fields
Patricia Heineman-Vernon
Mary Kane
Greg and Judy Matz
Roberta Michaletz 
Ellen Radel
Jennifer and Brian Winberry

In honor of Alicia and Myron Resnick
Nellie and Sheldon Fink
Andrea London, Beth Emet Synagogue
Mary Sotir

In honor of Catherine Rusalem on her 
    birthday
Sister Victoria Marconi, O.S.B.

In honor of Sister Joanna Trapp, OSB
Richard Fields
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If  you have a loved one 
that you would like 

the Sisters to remember 
in prayer, 

please share their names 
with us via the envelope 

provided in this newsletter.


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Dear Friends,

Once again we settle into the quiet days of winter and the start of a new year.  It 
is naturally a time of contemplation of our experiences and of appreciation for all 
that the year has been, and for the blessings that abound in our life. You are one of 
those blessings!

Thanks to your support, our ministries and mission continue to flourish in Chicago 
and beyond. In the spring we began to offer spirituality programs at the monastery, 
in addition to our many individual ministries that we do such as Sister Kathleen’s 
parish ministry and Sister Virginia’s pastoral counseling. With your donations and 
volunteer hours, our sisters in the infirmary have the healthcare they need and a 
lively environment in which to thrive.   

We are grateful to all of you for your generous support of us as a community; your 
generosity helps us to live as community with one another, give service where there 
is need, and provide a compassionate presence to our world.  We pray for you daily 
for your prayers and generosity that are such an important support to us.  May your 
generosity to us be richly blessed!

Peace and blessings to you!

Judith Murphy, OSB

Message from the Prioress

List of  Donors, Fiscal Year July 1, 2014-June 30, 2015
The following foundations, organizations, and individual donors are listed in alphabetical order. Please see pages 30-31 for a 

listing of donors who gave in-kind donations,and for those who donated to Uncle Pete’s Ministries. 
We are grateful to each of you!

Foundation Grants

Bernard Heerey Family Foundation
Community Foundation of St. Joseph
    County, Inc.
E.J. an L.R. Dondlinger Fund
Howard S. and Ursula Dubin 
    Foundation
Florence Gunnarson Spraker 
    Foundation 
Frank J. Lewis Foundation, Inc.
Helen Brach Foundation
National Religious Retirement Office
Polk Bros. Foundation
Retirement Research Foundation
SOAR! - Sister Kathleen 
    Lunsmann, IHM

Organizational Donors

Amber Automotive 
Bearse USA
Bredemann Chevrolet & Toyota
C & C Power, Inc.
Call To Action
Catholic Theological Union
Ceres Food Group, Inc.
Chicago Bahai
Eugene L. Griffin & Assoc., Ltd.
Fabry, Inc.
Federation of St. Scholastica
Felician Services, Inc.
First Bank & Trust, Evanston
Gast Monuments, Inc. 
Gethsemane Garden Center

Ignatian Spirituality Project
National Decorating Service, Inc.
North Shore Trust and Savings
Nuns 4 Fun
Old St. Pat’s Women’s Spirituality 
    Group (Chicago North)
Queen of All Saints Basilica, Reverend
    Monsignor John Pollard
Ravenswood Disposal Service, Inc.
Scandia Catering & Delicatessen Corp.
Sheil Catholic Center
Smith-Corcoran Funeral Home
St. Gertrude Parish
St. Jerome’s Tip Toppers
St. Mary of the Woods
St. Tarcissus Church
Tim Johnson Landscaping, Inc.

Sister Judith Murphy, OSB
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				         Donors, Fiscal Year July 1, 2014-June 30, 2015

Individual Donors

Anonymous
John and Katherine Ackerman
Rev. Albert Adamich
Diane C. Adler
Ellen Ahern
Patricia Ahern
Margaret Cunningham Ahmann
Mark and Patricia Aijian
Judith Alexander
Therese Alexander
Leamond A. Allen
Florence Allie
Kathleen and Adnan Almaney
Meghan Alroth
James Altenbach
Anthony and Jayne Altimari
Antoinette Amberg
Matthew and Maria Ambre
Lois Jean Jandel Andersen +
Annette Bedessem Anderson
Kathleen and Robert Anderson
Sandra Ritt Anderson
Donald Andries +
Dorothy Andries
Janet and John Andrus
Mary Carole Cerney Annetti
Peggy Anselmo
Annette M. Aragon
David Archibald
Lynne Arntson
James Asnis +
Mary Asnis
Glorianna Dominguez Atencio
Agnes Heffernan Atwood
Joseph E. Auer and Kathleen G. Kelly
Ron and Margie Auer
Claudette Austin and David Young
Alfred and Amy Avakian
Janet Aykroid
Maribeth Babler
Pamela J. Babler
Cynthia Bachmann
Margaret Backman-Boettjer
Georgiana Baer
Charlene O’Donnell Baizer
Danuta Bajda
Charlene Balkin
Marilyn Ballard

Patricia Ballard
Deborah Barclay
Marilyn Bardie Kapaun
Linda Kneesel Barnard
Suzanne Trahan Barnett
Mary Frances Ekstrom Barney
Gerri Barosso
Sharon and Larry Barr
Rev. James Barrett
Margaret Barron
Richard and Kathleen Barton
Camille Carrera Basak
Rita Noesen Battaglia
Joann Pannier Battles
Martha Beauchamp
Kathleen Beaulieu and 
    James Peterson
Robert D. and Elaine M. Beaulieu
Judith Beaumont and Judy Lee
Angela Beck
Mary Becker
David and Mary Beckwith
Theresa M. Belec
Katherine Littau Bell
Norbert and Virginia Bergmann
Juliet Bergner
Barbara Bernacchi
Robert and Sheila Berner
John and Judith Bertacchi
Theodore and Kathleen Beth
Paul and Suzanne Betts
Stephen Bevans, SVD
Edward and Michele Bianchi
Carole J. Bilina
Kenneth and Maria Binder
Robert Bireley, SJ
Margaret Birmingham
Maureen Blackburn
Michael J. Blahut
Diane Ketterhagen Blaszczyk
Bertha F. Blattner
Thomas and Barbara Blickhahn
Susan Pantle Blumenfeld
Marjorie Boesen
Barbara Boland
Michael and Mary Beth Boland
Carmen Bona
Robert and Linda Bonges
Joseph Bonsignore +
JoAnn Bonwell
Joanne Bookstein

Judith Borchers
Robert Borchers
Sharon Bordui
Patricia Ann Born-Pruchnik
Joseph  Bower
Margaret Bower
Patreen Bower +
Susan L. Bowles
H. Woods Bowman and 
    Michele Thompson
Patrick Hagerty and Kimberly 
    Boyce-Hagerty
Daryl Grimes Boylan
Katie Boyle
Virginia Braasch
Kenneth Bradford
Hereward and Mary Bradley
Kathleen Sweetman Brady
Mary Ellen Brady
Noreen Roche Brady
Gail A. Brandt
Sheila Brannen
Sally Noonan Bredemann
Maureen Brewer
Stella Brice
Timothy and Marian Briggs
Paul and Carol Brimstin
Mary  E. Brindley
Tina Halloran Britton
Mary Beth S. Brizzolara
Carolyn Gallagher Brocksmith
Morna Rose Brothers
Claude and Wilma Brown
Clint and Julie Brown
T. Glen and Patty Brown
Teresa and Richard Brown
Joseph and Bernadette Browne
Sandra Brunenn, OSB
Nancy P. Bryers
Therese Brzezinski
Christella Killean Buchberger
Mary Pat Buckley and Russell Johnson
James and Lillian Budzinski
Ellen DeVoy Burgess
Michaeline Axium Burke
Patricia Brockhaus Burke
Marian Seldin Burkhart
Barbara Burns
Willard and Mildred Burns
Edward and Bernadette Butina
Linda S. Butkovich
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Donors, Fiscal Year July 1, 2014-June 30, 2015

Richard Butler
Susan Kelly Butler
Judith Berger Byers
Joyce Byron
Robert and Mary Bzik
Mary Clare Cadieux
Michele Russo Cafferkey
Bert Cagney and Ellen 
    Hennelly Cagney
Donna Calderisi
Coleen Berg
Robert and Rita Callero
Dominic and Margaret Caminiti
Patricia Campion
Maura Canavan
Armand and Mary Capdevielle
Bob and Anna Capizzi
Thomas J. Caplice
Rev. Roger J. Caplis
Roxanne Messina Captor
Barbara J. Carlo
Peter Caron
Jennifer Carpio Reyes
Barbara and Bob Carrane
Eileen Mellon Carter
Mary Jane Cascino
Carol MacKenzie Cassidy
Ludelle R. Castro
Jeffrey and Kathryn Caudill
Mary Rose Cavanaugh
Ronald and Karen Celesnik
Helen Centa
Jamie and Paul Chabura
Gary and Carol Chaffee
Mary Chamernik
Yvonne Fayne Chan
John A. and Kathleen K. Chapman
Paul and Cathy Chapman
Donna Ketterhagen Charles
Kevin Chears
Bud and Betty Chess
Cathy Chester
Kelly Fleming Chester
John and Anne Chibe
Mary Alice Guest Cicchetti
Andrea Ciccone
Mary Cielinski
Joseph and Sally Cipolla
Richard and Barbara Citti
Francine Clark
Brian Clarke and Margaret Feit Clarke

Margaret Clay
Geoffrey and Maribeth Clemm
Mary Close
Edward C. and Mary A. Coffey
John J. and Patricia Coffey
Peter J. Coffey and Molly Cavanaugh
Thomas and Sharon Coffey
Maureen and Kevin Cogan
Caroline Cogtella
Edward and Josephine Colbach
Michael and Mary Jane Cole
Suzanne Stepan Coleman
Janice E. Collins
Marilyn Lynn Coluzzi
Larry and Judi Connolly
Patricia Connolly
Bill and Natalie Conrardy
Thomas and Kathleen Conrardy
Will Conrardy
John K. and Nicolette Conway
Kenneth and Barbara Cooper
Jennifer and Bill Coppens
Patricia Corcoran
Susana Cordova-Gegner
Robert and Elizabeth Cornella
Carolyn M. Corrado
Ralph Levy and Dede Coughlin
Fr. Daniel P. Coughlin
Terence and Carol Coughlin
Patricia Cowhey and George Courtney
James and Geraldine Coyne
Lawrence and Kathleen Cramm
Nancy Crawford
Frances Crean, RSM
Donald H. and Karen L. Cronauer
Marilyn Crow
Alice F. Crowley
Jeanne Crowley
Joseph P. and Patricia K. Crowley
Mary Crowley
Paul and Patti Crowley
Margaret Farrow Crumley
Mark and Eleanor Culbertson
Tom and Judith Culcasi
Margaret Cullen
Mariwin Mackey Cullinan
Ken and Peggy Cunniff
Mary M. Cunningham
Denis Curran
Marguerite Cusick
Carol Czapar

Joseph and Mary Czuba
Rosemelita Dacuycuy
Dennis and Daryl D’Amato
LaVerne Damlos +
Ralph Dangelmaier
Kathleen Kilday Daniels
Herta Darley
Helen Davis
Maxwell Davis and Beth Boosalis Davis
Kathleen Dawson
Richard E. Day
Carol M. De Roeck
Barbara and Harry De Smet
Betty DeCarlo
Bob and Andrea DeGarbo
Donna Dehnert
Judy DeJan
Genevieve Delana
Pat DeMars
Julianne Derken
Mary E. Desmond
Suzanne and Leo Devarenne
Margaret Mary Bowe Devlin
Francis and Norma Dietrich
Tom and Florence Dietrich
Nancy Diettrich Gillis
Gerry and Jackie Dietz
Drew and Sandy Dixon
Annette Dluger
Donald Dohring
Therese Dokman
Anne Lock Dolan
Jean Dolan
Patricia Olson Dolan
Elizabeth Domigan
John and Barbara Donnelly
Mary Dockendorf Donner
Denise Donofrio
Mary Ann Ryan Dooley
John Dorgan
Jean Dorsch
Patricia Dinger Dortch
Margaret Dory
Erin and Matthew Doubleday
Sheila Ann Dougherty, PBVM
Arlene Doyle
Joan Doyle
Maureen Doyle
Philip and Kathleen Dramisino
Bernadine Drasler
Denis and Barbara Drennan
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Sister Eleanore Hillenbrand is a sister with a big 
heart. For more than 20 years, she has taken part 
in prison ministry by writing letters to inmates.  

This year, she received this painting, pictured at 
right, from a woman to whom she has been writing 
for two decades. The woman may be behind bars, 
but she has turned her life around. She feels that 
God has given her a chance to minister within the 
walls of the jail to her fellow prisoners. She created 
this painting as a way of expressing her gratitude to 
Sister Eleanore’s long and uplifting companionship. 

On behalf of Sister Eleanore and all our sisters who 
serve, we thank you for making our ministries 
possible.

Your Generosity Supports 
Our Ministries

Margaret Drugan
Michael Dugan
John and MichelleDunne
Joseph Dunne and Patricia Urbanus
Sally Duple
Jacqueline Dupon
Suzanne Dupre
Marie Ho Durkin
Julia McGarrity Dye
James and Kathleen Eaton
Donn Ebert
Georgine Ebert +
Gail Eby
Kathryn A. and Ray A. Eckstein
Linda Edson
Kathleen Egan
Ralph and Kathy Egloff
Donald and Jean Ehlert
Robert and Mary Anne Eichhorn
Arnold and Yvonne Einhorn
Michael and Rita Eischen
Helen and George Elias
Georgianne B. Ellis
Joyce Stedem Ellis
Terri Ellis
Arlette Engelmann
Rose Mary Engle
Joan Erjavec
Ray and Patty Erjavec
Susan Ernst
Ulrike Erwin

Mary Hugh Escudero
Mary Alice Evans
Amy and Thomas Ewert
Mary Eyles
Lynne and Richard Farmer
Joan Gillespie Farrell
LuAnne Feik
Catherine Feit
Kathleen Maloney Felice
Mary Kay Fenlon
Megan Fernandez
JoAnne Festle
Mary Jo Festle
Joan and Wayne Fickinger
Marilyn C. Fields
Richard Fields
Ann Marie Fink
Edward and Carol Finnegan
Rose Mary Finnegan
Betty Finucane
Winifred Fisher
Eileen and Gordon Fitch
Peter and Mary Fitzgerald
William J. Fitzgerald
Kathleen Flaherty
Rev. William J. Flaherty
Joan Flannery
Jack and Mary Ann Flessner
Dorothy Flock
Theresa Flores
Eileen Foley +

John Foley
Maryanne Forde
Chris Fox and Irene O’Ryan-Fox
Luanne Fox
Carol Fox, OP
Mark Francis, CSV
Jeanne E. Frazel
Gloria Frett
Catherine Frey
Richard Frey and Carrie Dunn Frey
Tami Fries
Margery and Richard Frisbie
Joyce and Robert Fucik
Jay and Loretta Fuller
Janet Furman
Dorothy Fusco
Karen Gagel
Marc and Ann Gaines
Paul and Virginia Gaiser, Jr.
Marion and Sarah J. Gajek
Caryl  Ann Galassini
Loretta Gallagher
Maureen Gallagher
Sheila Gallagher
Kathleen Gallichio
William and Ellen Galush
Gayle Gambill
Le Ann Gannon
Joe and Ruth Garcia
Michael Garcia, OP
Monique Paul  Garrity



Letter from the  
Director of  Development

Dear Friends,

One of the most pleasant aspects of my position is meeting so many of 
you, our dedicated supporters and generous benefactors. I especially 
enjoy sharing in your stories regarding your unique experiences with 
the Sisters. Each of these tales offers a moving tribute to our Sisters, 
possessing one common theme; “The Sisters really made a lasting 
impression on my life”.  

Please know that through your friendship and support you have in turn 
made a major impact on the Benedictine Sisters of Chicago’s lives too! 
And for this we are most grateful to you. Through your generosity you 
not only honor the past by caring for our retired Sisters, but you enable 
our religious community to continue in their ministry today. We are 
truly grateful that together with you, we serve the people of God, in 
the spirit of the Gospel.

We also deeply appreciate the members of our Benedictine Legacy 
Society. We thank you for planning ahead and leaving a lasting imprint 
on our future. We are honored to be remembered in your final 
testament to your life’s work, values and beliefs. It is through your 
selfless act of naming us in your Will or Bequest, that you not only 
testify as to what is important to you during your lifetime, but you also 
make an investment in our future.

Thank you again for all that you do for the Benedictine Sisters 
of Chicago. Please know that the Sisters deeply appreciate your 
partnership with them and your continued support. You are each 
remembered daily in their prayers, and in mine too.

With deepest gratitude,

Joanne Spata
Director of Development
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Patricia Garrity
John and Diana Garvey
Janice Gast
Barbara Gauer
Michael and Grace Gaughan
C. Griffith Gehrke
Geraldine A. Gehrke
Katherine Gehrke
Linda Gels
Patricia Gertie
Betty A. Gerzel
Tom and Mary Gibbons
Scott and Amy Gilbert
Gail Gill
Hope Gillespie
Marilyn Gillespie
Vivian Gingras
Mary Ann Ginocchio
Lauren Giometti
Lois and Joseph Glab
Edward and Mary Ann Glach
Agnes Glavich
Lois Gleason
Julie R. Gleixner
Eibhlin Glennon
Most Rev. Raymond E. Goedert
James M. Goff
Jane Goldberg
Bene Shalom
Marianela Gonzalez
Homer and Ruth Gonzalez
Anne Gorman
Ruth Takeda Gottner
Jeffery Gottstein
Jill W. Graham
Phyllis Graham
Jeanine Granato
Susan Gransee
Gerald and Susan Gray
Joseph B. Green
Thomas and Catherine Green
Barbara Greenwood
Dr. John and Atsuko Griffin
Patricia Griffin
Mary Frances Groark
Felice Guardalabene
Eileen and Michael Guenther
Lois Guerin
Mary Guidotti
Thea Gunnarson
Nancy Gutreuter
Margo Guy

A Special Thank You

We offer special thanks to the 
Bernard Heerey Family 
Foundation that helps support 
some of our sisters who need 
extra care in the St. Joseph 
Court Infirmary. This 
Foundation’s generosity has 
made a great difference in 
their lives.



Annual Report - 23

				         Donors, Fiscal Year July 1, 2014-June 30, 2015

Donna Haas
Doris Haas
Richard Hahn
Deanna Hallagan
Colleen Hallagan-Zientarski
Maureen Hallagan and 
    Stephen Tarnoff
Rose Halle +
Martin and Chris Halleran
Lisa Halpin
Richard and Marilyn Halvorsen
Beth Hanan
Maureen Hanlon
Dorothy L. Hannigan
Deborah Haracz
Jane Hardick
Mary and Roger Hardy
Thomas and Ellen Hardy
James and Kristin Harrington
Mary Ann Harrington
Mark and Joan Harris
Santina Harris
Liz Hartig
Emily L. Hartman
Terri and George Hartman
Patricia Hartmann
Patricia Hartnett
Vernon and Marge Hattrup
Catherine Hatzos-Skintges
Anita Havey
Janet Y. Hayes
Margaret A. Hayes
Nadine Hayes
Mary Ellen and John Healey
Margaret Heaphy
Elizabeth Hefferman
Gregory and Sherry Hegarty
Marilee Hegarty
Michael and Kristi Hegarty
Fr. Robert Heidenreich
Donald E. and Marsha C. Heidkamp
Patricia Heidkamp
Richard and Ann Heidkamp
Walter Heidkamp +
Alice Heigel
Judith Cogan Heikes
Patricia A. Heineman-Vernon
Elizabeth Heintz
Joan Heinz
Jane Hennessey
Janice Hennessy
Marilyn Hennessy

Mary Ann and Fred Henning
Margaret and Daniel Henrick
Richard Herdrich +
Therese Herdrich
Joan Hermes
Leroy and Marilyn Herrick
Linda Herrmann
Jeanette and Carmen Hesselberg
Heidi Hetzel
Rachel and John Heuman
James and Kathryn Hillenbrand
Richard and Patricia Hillenbrand

Thomas J. Hillenbrand
Carol Schmidt Hines
William and Marietta Hipskind
Janet Hitzman
Mary Lynne and Douglas Hixson
Wayne and Katherine Hixson
William and Kathryn Hoban
Tom and Kathie Hoban
Hugh and Margaret Hodur
Ronald and Lyn Hoeksema
Lynn M. Hoffmann
John D. and Mary Ann Hofherr
Chris and Susan Hofstad
Margaret Hogan +
Michael J. Hogan
Susanne Hogan and Stephan Churchill
Marge McCluskey Hogarty
Marion Hohmeier
Dorothy Holland
Anita Holmes
Beth Holzhauer
Kristine Homan
Donna Marie Houha
John and Sylvia Hourihane
Donald and Judith Howe
Phil and Virginia Hoyt
Joseph and Mary Ellen Hrutka

Rosanne McCabe Hugunin
Robert Hulseman
Sheila Hulseman +
Joan Hummel
Frances Hunter
Diane Carlson Huntington
Arthur and Florence Hurter
Kathryn Hynds
Matthew Hyser and Sonia 
     Verges-Hyser
Alois Ideler and Carol H. Ideler
Richard and Sandra Ides
Cliff and Liz Ireland
Paul F. Ivantic
Thomas and Terri Ivantic
William and Ruth Ivantic
Madonna C. Ivers
Shirley Iverson
Frances Jackovich
Frank J. Jallits
Charles and Loretta James
Kathleen Kirschen Janessa
Jim and Barbara Jank
Judith Janowiak
Marilyn A. Jansen
Frank Jarc
Helen M. Jascoviak
Mary Genevieve Jegen
Kenneth and Margaret Jelonek
Patricia Hoyland Jerney
Patricia Doriot Jersin
Mary Ann Jewell
Mary Patras Jewers
Bruce and Louise Jewett
Shelley and Daniel Johns
Cynthia Johnson
Nancee J. Jones
Mark Jorgensen
Judy Joy
Jim and Dorothea Jung
Bob Jung
Patricia Justice
Sister Olive Kabaguma
Joseph and Mary Ellen Kadleck
Olen and Kim Kalkus
Herman B. Kamlage
David and Robyn Kaplan
William and Mary Fran Karanikolas
Patricia Kardasz
Bernard Karpinski
Carole Sowa Kash
Carol Dunning Kasper

“I thank my God 
every time 

I remember you.”
-Phillipians 1:3
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Donors, Fiscal Year July 1, 2014-June 30, 2015

Rita Kattner
Maureen Kaucher
Karen Kave
Mary G. Kaye
Denise Ryan Kearney
Dolores Keating
Lucy Fitzsimmons Keating
Paula Keating
Rosemary Olis Keating
Martin and Barbara Keeley
Mary Ellen Keenan
Luke Kehoe
Anita W. Kelly
Michael and Joanne Kelly
Paul W. and Nancy E. Kelly
Sheila Kelly
Christine L. Kempf
Eileen and Edward Kennedy
Judith Lewis Kennedy
Mary Kaye Kennedy
Charles T. Kenny
William Kenter
Penny Kerndt
Georgette Kesselring +
Carol Bentley Keyes
Rita Killean
Phyllis A. King
James P. Kirn +
Susan Kisielewski
John and Madeline Kiss
Donald Klein
Eugenia Klepacki
Doris and Gary Kling
Richard and Stephanie Klingelsmith
Lawrence and Eileen Klonowski
Mary Klug
Helen Knapp
Robert and Ann Kneesel
Thomas and Elizabeth Kneesel
Carol Knoerzer
Judith Knorst
Carol Leonhard Knowles
Julia Kobliska
Maureen McGovern Koch
Virginia Koerber
Richard Kohl
Barbara Bolton Kohn
Gabriela M. Kolman
Electra Kontalonis
Mary and Casimir Kotowski
Ann Marie Kotre

Rose Kottak
Lorraine Kottra
Paula Kowalkowski
Mary Krakowski
John and Nancy Krall
William and Marilyn Krall
Bernice Krasovec
James and Carla Krcmarik, III
Joan L. Krebs
Kathleen Krieger
Jean McHugh Kriz
Paula Krupka
Carol Kuczynski
Darlene Kula
Richard and Nancy Kunnert
Janeen Burns Kupiec
Joseph G. and Mary Kuruc
Madeline Kwiatkowski
Mimi Petkov Kyle
Kimberly Hellstern LaDeur
Phillip and Margaret Lainson
Eva Burns Laird
Joan Lajka
Deirdre Forde Lakeh
Dennis LaLiberty
Christopher and Caroline Lambert
Carole Landrum
Loretta Lang
Mark Langhenry
Linda Langlitz
Loretta Langton
Mary Ottenheimer Laport
Martha Scholz Lau
Lynn Ann Laughlin
Bryan and Karen LeBlanc
Mary Leemputte
Kathryn LeJeune
Joseph and Joan Lentino
Mary Lerps
Jacquelean LeSanche
Thomas and Sheila Letscher
John Lillig
James Lindsay and Pamela Grout
Marianne Littau and Jean O’Keefe
Michael and Lisa Lo Vallo
Mary Jo Roth LoBianco
Ruth G. Lochner
Andrew and Virginia Lock
Barbara Logue and Noreen Ferrari
Stephen and Margaret Lombardo
Tucker and Julie Loosbrock

Jane E. LoSasso
Cheryl and John Love
Sister Eugenia W. Lucas
Jennifer Lugiai
Patricia Lund
Patricia McGann Lundblad
Barbara and George Lynch
Mary Elizabeth Ward Lynch
Helen G. Lynn
Mary E. MacDonald
John and Margaret MacNamara
John and Mary Madden
Mary Ellen Madden
Dorothy Esser Maggard
Norene T. Mahoney
Art and Theresa Malinowski
Rev. Edward Maloney
Francis J. Maloney
James and Judith Maloney
Mike and Mary Maloney
Patrick Maloney
David and Mary Malter
Virginia Malter
Sarah Ann Jakubowski Maraccini
Katherine Marchese
Susan Graf Marineau
Geraldine Marqui
Mary and Joseph Marren
Michael Marsden
Arlene Martin
Jeffrey Martin, Jr. & Therese E.
    Reynolds-Martin
Larry and Mary Jo Martin
Carlos Martinez and Patricia Lechowicz
Joan and Leo Marubio
Calixto J. Maso
Noreen Kevorkian Masropian
Sara Masterson
Evelyn Mae Matkins
Sue Conway Matsunaga
Mary Matthei
Dr. Edward and Joan Matuga
Anne Matz
Gregory and Judith Matz
Paul G. Matz
Chris Cardio May
George and Marynell Mayfield
Dr. Paul and Pauline McCaffrey
Richard George McCallister
David and Dorothy McCarthy
Virginia McCaskey



Thanks to your support, our sisters are going to 
have an extra warm winter. Last year you helped 
us seal the windows in the infirmary to keep things 
cozy and increase the efficiency of our heating 
system. This year, thanks to your generosity and 
the on-going help from our end-of-year appeal, we 
are going to install new storm windows and update 
the thermostats in the monastery building where 
eight of our sisters over 75 live, along with other 
sisters. We also extend our gratitude to the many 
volunteers and donors who have helped enrich our 
Sisters’ lives with classes in art, music, exercise, and 
more.  The infirmary and monastery is a lively cen-
ter for learning and living, thanks to your on-going 
support. 

Your Gifts Support our 
Elderly Sisters

				         Donors, Fiscal Year July 1, 2014-June 30, 2015

Dick and Pat McCloughan
Margaret H. and Steven D. McCormick
Dennis and  Mary Ann McDermott
Ellen DuShane-McDermott
Kevin and Brenda McDevitt
Marjorie McDevitt
Judy Bryant McFarland
Janet and Timothy McGivern
Peter and Catherine McGovern
Thomas and Mary Lu McGreal
Sheila Ellen McGuire
Therese McGuire
Dorothy Tyler McGurn
Therese Hirsch McHale
Clethia McHugh +
Evilin McHugh
Jane McHugh
Alexander and Judith McIntosh
Marilyn McKeown
Robert and Pat McMenamin
Maureen McNamara
Thomas and Linda McNeely
James and Eileen McQuillan
Katherine McSpadden
Peter and Josephine Meehan
Patrick and Alice Melady
Bill and Cindy Mella
Philip and Nancy Mella

Donna Schwendau Mendez
Marilyn Jean Merkle
Patricia Merle
Margaret Ann Merry
Rachel Messbarger
Judy A. Metken
Thomas and Patricia Meyers
Virginia Becker Michael
James E. Michaletz, CSV
Roberta Michaletz
Pat Michalski
Sheila Mickus
Gertrude Miholic
Matthew and Dorothy Miholic
Evelyn Miks
James and Cecile Mikulski
William and Katherine Milleker
Carlotta Miller
Julie A. Miller
Kathleen Kasper Miller
James Miller and Patricia 
    O’Rielly Miller
Suzanne Knorst Miller
Ann Mirtich
Robert  Mischke +
Rosemarie Mischke
John and Debra Mitchell
Mary Ellen Mitterer

Daniel and Donna Molello
Mary Moloney, SP
Carole Monine
Marilyn Moore
Michael and Eileen Moorman
Catherine A. Moran
Jean Chambers Morin
Jamee Moroney
Sylvia Morris
Joan Marsden Morrison
Evie Andrews Moschel
Marla Moser
Claudette Brennan Mostyn
Joan and Bob Muir
Kris Mulcahy
Susan Fanelli Mullen
Dolores Dangelmaier Mundt
Marcelo and Maria Luna Munoz
Ellen Munro
Hugh and Patricia Murphy
Ann Murray
Kathleen Murray
Paul and  Marilyn Murray
Nancy Murray, OP
Tony Murray and Jeanne Rooney
Helen Murtaugh
Timothy J. and Janet F. Murtaugh
Ellyn Zunker Musser
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Donors, Fiscal Year July 1, 2014-June 30, 2015

Michael and Patricia Musto
Marie D. Mutz
Mike Mutz and Becky Golob
Kathlyn Myers
Liljana Nacevska
Catherine J. Nagler
Mary Nahser
Eleanor Nangle
Brenda Maynard Nelson
Ronald and Rita 
    Nemchausky
Fritz and Helga Neukam
Charlene J. Neuses
Jill Newberger
Mimi Newton
Karen and Charles Nickerson
Richard and Mary Jean Niemi
Jean M. Noble
Mary V. Nolan
Charlotte Nold
Kenneth and Bonnie 
   Nordstrom
Patricia Ruzicka Novak
Thomas Novak and Deirdre 
   Toeller-Novak
John and Judy Nowak
Mary Nowesnick
Sue Nugent
Helen Wade O’Brien
Margaret Kane O’Brien
Terrence and Julie O’Brien
Margaret and Peter Steinfels
Judith Irving O’Connell
Mary O’Connell
John and Susan O’Connell, Jr.
Michael Cahill and Catherine 
    O’Connell-Cahill
Francine O’Connor
Margaret Miritello O’Connor
Patrick and Barbara O’Connor
Ms. Peg O’Connor
Linda Rosa Oddo
Charlotte O’Donnell
Joseph O’Donnell
Marilyn Oetringer
Alice M. O’Gorman
Donald and Agnes O’Grady
Jane and Richard O’Grady
Aleen Okey
John and Angela Oldershaw
Rev.  Robert H. Oldershaw

Richard and Elaine Olds
Sharon O’Leary
Ann Oliveri
Martha and David Olivier
Maribeth Mostyn O’Malley
Mary Ann and Norton O’Meara
Andrew Ondo and Karen Price
Susan and J. Ward O’Neill
William J. O’Neill
Caroline Ong, RSM
Albina Opeka
Judith A. Ordonez
Meleokalani Ortiz

John and Kathleen O’Ryan
Joseph and Betty O’Ryan
Kevin and Jean O’Ryan
Michael and Patsy O’Ryan
Joan Sackley O’Shea
Edward and Maryjo Osowski
Glen Ostdiek
Brian and Wanda Pabich
Margaret Pajakowski
Rosemary Palicki
Judith Palmer
John and Margaret Parke
Janet Freibert Parrilli
Carol F. Patzin
Kathleen Patzke
Mary Paul
Sigrid Nelson Pauli
Andrea Pauls Backman
Joanne Paulson
Carol J. Pauly
Rosemary Pavlo
Theresa Pawlak
Therese Dunne Pawlowski
John and Juliane Pearson
Michael and Mary Penich
Barbara Clesen Pepoon
Robert and Barbara Perkaus
Jeanne Turk Perri

Robert and Linda Perrie
Harold Perry
Mary Banak Perry
Kurt and Anna Marie Perse
Kathleen and James Peterson
John and Mardo Petrovich
Mary C. Pettinger
Ann Phillips
Jenny Pickering
Roberta Pierick and Craig Bieganowski
John J. and Sandra S. Pikarski
Elizabeth Pirman
Margaret Pirman
Agnes L. Piszczek
Laurie Breitfuss Pizzolato
Leila Polintan and Jeffrey Bugno
Brigid Pope
Joann B. Poplar
Richard and Arlene Porter
Robert and Susan Powers
Gerrie Pretzel
Nancy L. Pritekel
Patricia Prusa
Dorothea Majewski Przybycien
Richard and Joan Pucin
Doralil Sauer Pugliese
Thomas Purcell
Cecilia Hoang and Long Quach
Vicki Quade
Marie Queenan
Clarissa Quinlan
Marianne Quinn
John and Mary Ellen Quinn
Maureen Lenahan Quinn
Marian Radacy
Virginia Radler
Margaret Phillips Ramir
Dennis Randall
Theresa Randall
Rosie Lee Randle
Michael and Michelle Rastatter
Katie and Kurt Rathslag
Daniel J. Raven and Wencke Braathen
Sylvia Rdzak
James and Mary Ann Rechtien
Carole F. Reed
Kathy Statz Rees
Diana Reh
Dorothy Lenihan Reichmann
Renate Reichs
Nancy Reiffel

“...I remember you 
constantly in my prayers.”

-2 Timothy 1:3
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				         Donors, Fiscal Year July 1, 2014-June 30, 2015

Thomas and Susan Reilly
Mary Kay Farrell Reis
Virginia Stift Reisner
Mildred Reiter
Judith and Steven V. Remington
David and Jane Louise Renze
Alicia and Myron Resnick
Michael and Therese Reynolds
Jim Rhodes and Anne Scheetz
Joseph L. Rhodes
Mary Richardson
Jim Richter
Charles and Elaine Richtfort
Harry and Catherine Riley
James and Diane Riley
Dr. & Mrs. Philip Riley, Jr.
William and Kathleen Riordan
Patricia Nelis Ripaldi
Carl and Kathryn Rittmeyer
Rosarina Rizzato
Susan Rizzato
Harold and Carol Robinson
Shirley S. Rocco
Catherine Roche
Joan Powell Roche
Marilyn and Thomas Roche
Elizabeth A. Rochford
Madonna Rodgers McCutcheon
Allan and Victoria Rodrigues
Virginia Kenny Roesler
Barbara Rogers
Patricia Madro Rogodzinski
Conrad and Carol Roman
Wanda Romanas
Frank S. Romero
Daniel and Heidi Rooney
Patrick and Joanne Rooney

William and Audrey Rooney
Dorothy Rosch
Annette Jagor Rosenquist
Rose Rosko +
Richard and Connie Rosler
Dorothy Kaspari Ross
Bruno and Marie Roti
Barbara and George Rourke
Beverly and Robert Rowden
Helga Ruby
Nancy Grimes Rudge
Patricia Rudolph
James and Patricia Ruiz
Richard and Marybeth Runnion
Paul Rupke and Debra A. Kleban
Jean Hellman Ryan
Joanne T. Ryan
Margery Rauwolf Ryan
Mary Catherine Ryan
Mary Ellen Rybicki
Mary Ryder-Marsden
Mariellen Sabato
Patricia Kelly Sacco
Patricia Molloy Sagan
Shirley Saldanha
Lucia Vargas Samaras
Eileen and Alan Samuelson
Clare Jeanne Sanchez
Edward and Vianne Sanders
Frank Sanoica
Carol Santarelli
Janet Sarsha
Frank and Gerianne Savage
Robert and Julie Sawyer
Carol Rozek Scanlan
Barbara and Andrew Scelsi, Jr.
John and Phyllis Schabow

Mary Beth Kelly Schaedel
Robert and Kathryn Schafer
John and Nancy Scheid
Mary Scheller
Philip and Kathryn Scherer
Claire Schermerhorn
Jack Schermerhorn +
John Schermerhorn
Margaret A. Schermerhorn
Richard and Patricia Schermerhorn
Robert F. Schermerhorn, Sr.
Thomas and Patricia Schermerhorn
Mary Schill
Mary Schiltz
Sharon Schorsch
Mary Alice Schorsch-Finnan
Angela Schroeder
Therese Byrne Schueneman
Roberta Folonie Schuetz
Mary Beth Schulien
Ellen Minogue Schuller
Edward and Aline Schultz
Sheila Hogan Schultz
Leona Kenders Schulze
John and Jeanne Schutz
Anna Marie Seale Schwartz
Joan and Michael Schwarzbeck
Dan Schwegel
Kathleen V. Schwegel
Robert J. Schwendau
Aileen Bergen Scommegna
John and Patricia Sebahar
Susan Sedgeley
Mary Beth and Keith Self
Eino and Betty Seppala
Rebecca Serpe
Adora Ansay Serrano

Revenues and G
ains 

E
xpenses and Losses 
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Anonymous
Isabelle Atz
Mary Bauer
John and Margaret Beck
Bertha E. Bishop
John M. Brost Winifred Brost
Catherine T. Cashman
Frances Cashman
Rev. Edward N. Coffey
Rev. Thomas P. Conley
Pat and Patty Crowley
Catherine Cuny
Marguerite Cuny
William M. Dejak
Joseph and Pearl Drowinski
Loretta Garrett
Robert Garrett
Ellen E. Gleeson
Grace Hajicek
Margaret Helser
Mary Jane Heyl
Patricia L. Ignacio
Herbert Jiranek
Mary V. Kastelic
Anna Knox

Rose R. Krcmarik
Dorothy M. Lescher
Angela H. Loritz
Msgr. Frances Maniola
Margaret Mann
Hattie Martin
Gertrude E. McArdle
Albin Miks
Helen Moore
Hermine Neubauer
Robert J. Novak
Irene Nowak
Mary Grom Petrovic
Dorothy Piotrowicz
Lorraine V. Provenzano
Rev. Albert Puhl
Margaret Mary Reinert
John Rohar
Peter Rohar
Mary Alyce Sasso
Lillian L. Smith
Florence Gunnarson Spraker
Anne Clare Wrenn
Barbara Wunsch
Joseph Zorc

More than a legal document, your will is a testament to your life’s work, 
your values, and your beliefs. The Benedictine Sisters of Chicago would 

be honored to be remembered as part of your legacy. 
Contact Joanne Spata at 773.764.2413 x233 to learn more.

Elizabeth Servatius
Catherine M. Setnicar +
Matthew F. Setnicar
Kathleen E. Severyns
Carol Sexton
Jeri Shanahan
James C. Sharp +
Tom Sharp
Patricia L. Shaw
Adela Mikucki Shay
Mary Ann Sheehan
Tim Sheehan
Leo and Olive Sheridan
Thomas and Mary Jo Sheridan
Robert A. and Katherine Sherman
Colleen Reppen Shiel
Mary Louise Gaudreau Shields
Mary Beth Schulien
Helen E. Sieben
Dean N. and Jeanine M. Silas
Lois Ann MacDonald Simms
Eileen Morrison Simoes
Matthew Simon
Raymond and Mary Simon
Nancy Sheila Simonian
Wendy Sin
Marc and Joan Sindler
Richard P. Singler
Djonggi and Jean Situmeang
Edward and Alice Skerjanec
JoAnn Morrison Slager
Helen Slattery
Catherine Barry Sloan
Faith McMahon Smith
Helen LaPat Smith
Jane M. Smith
Karen S. Smith
Larry D. and Marianne Smith
Marilyn A Smith
Mark and Donna Smith
Mickey Smith
Sara M. Smith
Charles and Mary Smoot
Anne Sobba-Brohan
Michael Solazzo
Nicole Sotelo
Mary Sotir
Jeanne Spanknebell +
Joanne Spata
Mary M. Scanlan Specht
Donald Sprague
Louise Rosa Sprengelmeyer
Elizabeth Staib

Frank A. Fatur
Andrea Hammann

Patricia Hanson
Elsie Hulse

Irene Nowak
Patricia Redmond

J. Phillip Reichmann

Benedictine 
Legacy Society

The following benefactors remembered the Benedictine Sisters 
in their wills or trusts for which bequests or gifts were made 

during the 2014-2015 fiscal year.

These generous friends join fellow Legacy Society members 
who remain in the Sisters’ thoughts and prayers: 



				         Donors, Fiscal Year July 1, 2014-June 30, 2015
Juliann Kaspari Stanich
B. A. Stankiewicz
Xochitl Shinnick Stankiewicz
Andrew and Barbara Stano
Martin F. and Jennifer L. Stanton
John and Kathleen Starcevich
Joseph and Loretta Stec
Gregory and Elvira Steele
Florence Steele
Debra Stelk
Ronald and Julie Stepp
Nancy Stern
Marietta Nolan Stevens
Barbara Stinneford
Paul Stinneford +
Valerie Stockmar
Lani North Strachan
Isabella Szymanski Stralka
Angela Stramaglia and Wes Burghardt
Albert and Marilyn Stratz
Stephen and Angelle Stuart
Cathy Sullivan
Maurice Wieland Sullivan
Suzanne M. Sullivan
Michael Surdyk
Andrew and Amy Sutherland
David and Marguerite Sutor
Steven and Gwenn Suvada
Edward Svete and Mary Ellen Huston
Sheilya Hackett-Swan
Jean Mann Sweeney
Diane Syms
John Talian and Tracy Kaye
Cassandra Tasch Tamburrino
Susan Taras
Sarah Tardiff
Susan Moritz Tauster
Eleanor J. Taylor
Harold and Audrey Tellefsen
Katherine M. Temple
Terese and John Terry
Grayce McLennon Testa
Rita McKay Testin
Dorothy M. Tezak
Diana Peterson Thal
Florence Theisen
Jo Ellen Thiel
Joan Thiry
Richard and Carol Thompson
Nancy Tomz
Kim My Tran and Ngoc Hoang
Terry Trapp
William and Judith Trapp

Kathleen Farrell Travers
Dona-Lee Trotter
Mary Joan Kilgen Truesdell
Milton and Mickie Trujillo
Lai Truong
Mary Needham Turek
Shirley Tuttle
Helen J. Ueberbacher
Maria Ule
Tim and Elizabeth Uligian
Samuel J. Vainisi
Monica Thoms Van Gilder
William V. Van Houghton
Donna J. Van Swol
Louann Van Zelst
Katie Vandehey
Steve and Nicole VanderVoort
Gene and Marianne Vannieuwenhoven
Steven Vatch, Jr.
Michele Versaci
Evelyn Vertovec
Mary Jo Victor
Eugene and Katharin Vix
Samantha Voxakis
Frances and Bill Wagner
Jeffrey and Nancy Wagner
Helen Beckmann Wahls
Virginia and Gerald Waldron
Cathleen Wallyn
Joanne Walsh
Josepha Lohr Walsh
Katherine M. Walsh
Marie Walsh
Suzanne Walsh
Jennifer K. Walter
Sharon P. Wang
Ellen Ward
Mary Alice Rearden Ward
Mary Mackin Warner
Mary A. Watson
Carol Weber
Thomas and Joan Weber
Patty McKitterick Wedge
Elaine Weiss
James and Jean Welter
Richard and Jill Wendorf
Jean M. Wenger
Anne Wennerstrand
Marian Wetterling
Mimi Meeker Wherfel
Mary Liston Whiston
Bonnie White
Kevin & Siobhan Mulligan White

Arthur and Rosemary Whiteside
Michael Wiegand
Mary Jo Wilhelm
Bonnie Gorman Wilkins
Iva Williams
Mary Willis
Mary Jean and Larry Wilson
Mary Jo Wilson
Regina Wilson
Mary Jo Wiltgen
Jennifer Winberry
Don C. Winslow
William and Ellen Wirth
Kenneth and Judith Witcher
Lillian Wittner
Robert and Elsie Wodishek
Martin Wojcik
Valerie Wolfgram
Christine Woodard and Susan Goedke
Marie Borelli Woodruff
George and Joan Wray
John L. Wren
Catherine G. Wrenn
Gilda Wrenn
Michael Joseph Wrenn
Michael P. Wrenn
Peter and Joan Wrenn
Beth Wright and Julie Kaufman
Kristina Wroblewski
Mary Kay Wulff
Michael A. Wulsch
Dawn McKee Wyman
Kathleen Wyszkowski
Jon Michael and Colleen Yarusso
Charlotte Stannard Yates
Barbara Owens Zak
Don and Marge Zakrasick
Fred and Marie Zalaznik
Caron Brick Zalduendo
Benita L. Zarling
Teresita Maso Zdunek
Marianne Zelewsky
Agnes Zielinski and Mary Richardson
Joel and Linda Zienty
Kate Zilla
Benjamin and Priscilla Zintak
Michelle Lee Zolfo
Edward and Elizabeth Zonsius, Jr.
Michael and Mary Zonsius
David and Claudia Zuercher
Joseph C. Zuercher
Gina Zuercher-Lull and John Lull
Catherine Kovac Zwaska

Annual Report - 29



Donors, Fiscal Year July 1, 2014-June 30, 2015

Annual Report - 30

In Kind Donations from 
Organizations 

Abt
Candlelite Restaurant
Capt'n Nemo's
Chicago Bears Football Club
Chicago White Sox
Chuck Wagon Gyros
Clark-Devon Hardware Co, Inc.
Contessa D’Oro
Dunkin' Donuts
Felician - Franciscans
Good’s Fine Picture Framing
Gordon Food Service
Great Harvest Bread Co.
J. F. Morrow & Sons, Inc.
Jewel of the Canyons Bed & Breakfast
Lady Gregory’s Irish Pub
Lettuce Entertain You
Lifeline Theatre
Love's Yogurt
Lynfred Winery
Metropolis Coffee
Mullen's Sports Bar and Grill
Murphy's Rooftop
Northlight Theatre
O’Callaghan’s
Raft Masters
Red Orchid Theatre
Robert’s Cycle
Royal Gorge Bridge and Park
Royal Gorge Route Railroad
Salon Fusion
Scandia Catering & Delicatessen Corp.
Schaefer’s Wine and Spirits
St. Gertrude Parish
Swedish American Museum
Swedish Bakery
The Fish Keg
The Lad & Lassie Shop
The Spice House
The Winery at Holy Cross Abbey
Top Spa Nails
Unan Imports
Uncommon Ground
Ungaretti & Harris, L.L.P.
Women and Children First

In Kind Donations from 
Individuals

Judith Alexander
Seth Alexander
James Altenbach
Dorothy Andries
Gerri Barosso
James Barrett
Ellin Beltz
Michael J. Blahut
Barbara Boland
Lois Bonaccorsi
Joanne Bookstein
Mary Beth S. Brizzolara
Judith Berger Byers
Dominic and Margaret Caminiti
Jeffrey and Kathryn Caudill
Bill Cielinski
Mary Close
Mary L. Collins
Daniel P. Coughlin
Michael E. Coughlin
Denis Curran
Donna Dehnert
Jerome and Joan Duffy
Marie Ho Durkin
Georgianne B. Ellis
Jennifer Fernandes
Richard Fields
Fern Baher
Katherine Gehrke
Kathy Gay
Michele Gordon
Patricia A. Heineman-Vernon
Joseph Nghi Hoang and Cecilia 
    Mieng Vuong
Carol Skonieczny
Chris and Angela Johnston
Jim and Dorothea Jung
Bob Jung
Mary G. Kaye
Penny Kerndt
Madeline Khosla
Tom Killoran
Paula Kowalkowski
Stephen and Margaret Lombardo
Mary and Joseph Marren
Maureen Martin
Joan and Leo Marubio
Richard George McCallister

Thomas and Mary Lu McGreal
James and Elaine Merkel
Roberta Michaletz
John and Mary Ellen Monahan
Judith Morganti
Colleen Mullarkey
Marcelo and Maria Luna Munoz
Paula and Marilyn Murray
Marie D. Mutz
Kathlyn Myers
Thanh Ngo
Mary E. Nolan
Thomas Novak and Deirdre 
    Toeller-Novak
Cardinal Sean P. O’Malley, OFM
Linda Rosa Oddo
Linda Berding Olbeira
Albina Opeka
Roberta Pierick and Craig Bieganowski
Stantley and Mary Radke
Diana Reh
Renate Reichs
Rosalie Riegle
William and Kathleen Riordan
Renee and Roberta Rysztogi
Bill and Ola Sacco
Patricia Kelly Sacco
Carol Santarelli
Heidi and Craig Saxton
Margaret A. Schermerhorn
Robert F. Schermerhorn, Sr.
Carol and Stuart Schweidel
Thomas and Mary Jo Sheridan
Mary Beth Schulien
Michael Solazzo 
Valerie Stockmar
Mary Ellen Stuermer
Joan Thiry
Lai Truong
Ellen Jo Van Buskirk
Wayne and Margaret Wagner
Jeffrey and Nancy Wagner
Hon. Jesse White
Michael Wiegand
Krysten Winter-Green
William and Ellen Wirth
Edward and Elizabeth Zonsius, Jr.
Michael and Mary Zonsius
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Thank you for 
partnering with us 
in our mission 
to promote Benedictine 
spirituality and action
in our church and world. 

Uncle Pete’s Ministries 
Donors
 
Christina and William Anderson
Anomymous
Lisa and Harry Arger
Margaret and Brent Bachus
Maria and Michael Bauer
Michele and Philip Bauer
Benedictine Sisters of Chicago
Linda and Kevin Buggy
Alfred and Emilie Casacchia
Jeffrey and Kathryn Caudill
Evelyn and Bertrand Chauff
Jane Crowley Griffin
Richard Disclafani
Jerome and Joan Duffy
Kimberly Eggert
Ulrike Erwin
Craig Fallico
Lynne and Richard Farmer
Joseph E. and Victoria M. Faulisi
Colleen and Steve Gebavi
Susan and Richard Grussel
Salvatore and Catherine Ingraffia
Laurie Anne and Michael Jaffe
Lois Kozeny
Sandra and John Kreger, III
Heidi and Stephen Majerczak
Richard and Mary Marcheschi

Katherine McSpadden
Carolyn Louise Murphy
Loretta Namovic
Kathleen O’Regan Scherer and 
    Craig Scherer
Kristin and Timothy O’Regan
Janet Petran
Colette and Daniel Pompei
Rachael and Matthew Pothast
Nancy Pressney
Jennifer and Andrew Rachmiel
Marilyn Rowan
William and Elaine Scheffler
Cynthia Schneider
Bernard and Patricia Sir
Amy and Stephen Skoronski
Anne and Robert Skoronski
Conrad and Connie Sparkowski
Cynthia and Timothy Spiegel
Barbara and Matthew Spiewak
Martin and Jeanne Stanton
Dawn and Christopher Steffen
John and Teresa Tyndall
Daniel and Tina Vonderheide
Mary Walton
Patti and Thomas Woodward
Barbara Zonsius

+ Indicates that the donor passed 
away this year and has been added 
to our prayer list. 

Every effort has been made to accurately acknowledge our donors’ gifts for the period of July 1, 2014 to June 30, 2015. 
We apologize for any errors and encourage you to call any inaccuracies or omissions to our attention. Thank you!

Other Ways to 
Share in the Mission

Pray for the Benedictine Community
Please keep the sisters, oblates, alumne, 
and friends in your prayers. Your prayer 
support helps sustain us!

Become a Monthly Sustainer
We are grateful for the generosity of 
those who set up monthly donations 
that allow us to rely on a dependable re-
source. If you are interested in learning 
more about making monthly or quarter-
ly donations to the Sisters automatically 
from your checking account or using 
your credit card, we are happy to assist 
you in setting up this form of gift.  

Bequests in Wills or Gifts in Trust
Your planned gifts ensure that your 
legacy of caring will continue.  If you 
would like to learn more about remem-
bering the Sisters in your will or trust, 
please contact us or have your estate 
attorney do so.

Questions?  
Contact Joanne Spata, Director of Devel-
opment, at 773.764.2413 x233.
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